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Director’s Message 

 

F 
all has arrived with cold nights and changing colors. It’s time to 

close our gardens, if we haven’t already done so. 

The Federated Garden Clubs of New York State held its 62nd 

Annual Fall Conference in Binghamton September 10–12. We were hon-

ored with the presence of National Garden Clubs President Shirley Nico-

lai. It was a beautiful drive to Binghamton through the Schoharie Valley. 

Attendees enjoyed an informative presentation on the Susquehanna River, a design program by 

Kaye Vosburgh, and a Judges Council program on designing with contrived and dried plant mate-

rials. 

The Glenville Hills Garden Club did a wonderful job hosting our October 2 District Fall 

Meeting and Luncheon at the Great Escape Lodge in Queensbury, with a presentation by Glen 

Decker on growing orchids. 

Several of our clubs will soon be preparing their holiday fundraisers and social gatherings. 

Enjoy the beautiful Adirondack autumn and the opportunity to relax from gardening dur-

ing the winter months. It will soon be time to plan for another growing year! 

 

                                                                                        —Patricia Leonard, Director  
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DISTRICT NEWS 
 

 

 Important Requests for Information  from Clubs 
Judy Esposito, District IV Program Chairman, requests clubs e-mail her the names (and contact information) of 

speakers who have presented programs so that she can compile a list to distribute to the clubs. This will provide 

clubs with a valuable resource to use when planning their upcoming programs. (jsespo@earthlink.net) 

 

Martha Van Patten, District IV Wildflower Chairman, requests clubs report to her via e-mail their possible inter-

est in participating in a wildflower walk in the spring of 2013 at Moreau State Park, to be conducted by Jackie 

Donnelly. (gmvan6@aol.com) 

 

Pat Wania, District IV Ways and Means Chairman, requests clubs advise Barbara Millington of their possible 

interest in participating in an overnight trip to the Montreal Botanical Gardens, June 10–11, 2013. This will be 

an exciting trip, and it will be very helpful to have an estimated number of  attendees for planning purposes. 

Clubs have been provided with a proposed itinerary for the trip. Pat emphasized that an enhanced driver’s li-

cense (cost $30) or a valid passport is necessary to enter Canada. (bmillington@nycap.rr.com) 

 
 World Gardening  
FGCNYS have again chosen to support Water for Sudan as their 2012 World Gardening project. This very 

worthwhile project has dug 137 wells since its conception, supplying water to 400,000 people. That is great 

news but, since Sudan has a population of 8 million, there is a tremendous need for many more wells.   

When you have a minute, Google “Water for Sudan” and read their information. The author tells the 

story of Salva Dut and his work to improve the life of his countrymen far better than I could ever hope to. Clean 

water not only ensures health but also allows the women of the country to stop walking miles every day to fetch 

water and instead use their time to grow crops, start schools, care for their families, and do all the things we take 

for granted. It is really life changing. 

My club, the Glenville Hills Garden Club, has passed the Mite Box at every meeting for almost 50 

years. Many other clubs have started the practice. We don’t budget for World Gardening but rather toss any 

loose change we have into the box. By the end of the year we usually have more than $100 to donate. Since Sep-

tember 2011, six of the eight clubs in District IV have donated to support World Gardening. Passing the Mite 

Box at our District Meetings in the spring and fall also realized $120. Every dollar helps. 

I hope every club will choose to support this very vital work and make a contribute to World Gardening.  

    —Catherine Caine, District IV World Gardening Chairman 

 

Yearbook Judging  
Being the District Yearbook chairman is the easiest job in the world. Why? Because all the yearbooks are so 

good. That said, judging the yearbooks is the hardest job in the world. Why? Because all the yearbooks are so 

good.   

 This year we tried a different approach and did not meet to discuss the different books but, instead, 

evaluated the books separately so we did not influence each other. We were very surprised to see that the 

evaluations were very much alike. A lot of the criteria is rather subjective and can really be a matter of opinion. 

For example, Part A.1. asks if the book is practical and convenient. Part A.3. requires that subsequent pages are 

in the order most useful to members. The format that I consider to be most practical and convenient is no doubt 

different from the format another member likes. The page order I find most useful won’t necessarily agree with 

anyone else. As you can guess, the entries were all very close and the scores were really a matter of what you 

like. In the end, we chose the book submitted by the Carillon Garden Club as the best in the District. As I said, 

all the books were good but this was a cut above. Congratulations to the members.   

 The judging is an interesting process and can really give lots of tips to members about how you can 

make your book a more useful tool for your club. Anyone who is interested in being part of the process in 2013 

can let me know.   

      —Catherine Caine, District IV Yearbook Chairman   
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Lake George Community Garden Club 

The Lake George Community Garden Club missed the 

summer issue, so here is a recap of some of the club’s 

community projects of which they are quite proud. 

 To celebrate the First Day of Spring, members 

had a wonderful time making spring note cards for resi-

dents at the Westmount Health Facility. And, in celebra-

tion of Arbor Day, they donated a crabapple tree to the 

Village of Lake George, which was planted near the 

Visitor Center in Blais Park. 

  To honor National Garden week in June, mem-

bers work with five local libraries to promote member-

ship in the club and 

to educate the public 

on horticulture and 

conservation. The 

club donates $25 to 

each library for the 

purchase of related 

books and members 

create live floral ar-

rangements to en-

hance the libraries’ displays.   

 The club’s Youth Committee works with a local 

Girl Scout Troup. This year the Brownies worked hard 

on creating a native-plant rain garden at the Lake 

George Elementary School courtyard. 

 I n  J u n e , 

members visited the 

eighteenth-century 

home of Kevin Ja-

cobs in Valatie, NY.  

They enjoyed a tour, 

“A Garden for the 

House,” and appreci-

ated all the work he 

has done on the 

grounds establishing beautiful gardens and walks in the 

woods, pausing at inviting “forest rooms.”  

 The club’s August meeting was an all-day ex-

ploration of Wiawaka, a camp retreat for women on 

Lake George. The day began with a choice of yoga or 

pilates—what fun! Members also had a chance to play 

croquet, swim, or just relax on the porches. After a buf-

fet lunch there was a tour of Wiawaka’s historic grounds 

and perennial gardens. 

 In October, the Perennial Planters will try a corn 

maze, and Michele Peters, owner of Ambiance Florist 

and Events, will demonstrate “Decorating Your Table 

for the Holidays” at the regular meeting held in the Lake 

George Community Center. 

—Nancy Boericke, Correspondent 

 

Ballston Spa House and Garden Club    
Club members past and 

p r e s e n t ,  f r i e n d s , 

neighbors, family, and 

local officials met at the 

home of founding club 

member Jean Puckhaber 

on Saturday, September 1, 

to wish her a fond fare-

well as she moves to Vir-

ginia to live near her 

daughter. Jean is a Na-

tional Garden Club Life 

Member. It was Jean’s 

vision in 1955, along with 

other like-minded women of the Village of Ballston Spa, 

to form an organization dedicated to the love of garden-

ing, home decorating, and community support. We wish 

Jean all the best and thank her for her dedication and 

devotion to the club and the community of Ballston Spa.   

 The September meeting was held at Brookside 

Nursery in Ballston Spa. Nursery manager Stacey Sim-

mons discussed the care of perennial gardens in prepara-

tion for winter. 

Club members will be busy during the fall learn-

ing about and making garden-themed items. At the Oc-

tober meeting, members will decorate vases to hold a 

fall flower arrangement. At the November meeting, 

members will learn about and create a terrarium. 

—Pam Relyea, Correspondent 
 

Indian Lake Garden Club  
Indian Lake Gar-

den Club mem-

bers had a busy 

summer tending 

to their civic 

b e a u t i f i c a t i o n 

activities.  

 Members 

enjoyed a visit to 

Carol McCarthy’s 

residence at Diamond Point for a presentation on ferns 

of the Adirondacks. Carol graciously allowed the club to 

have lunch at the lakeside. A field trip to The King’s 

Garden at Fort Ticonderoga was also a highlight of the 

summer. A progressive lunch at the residences of three 

members was particularly popular. 

 In September members decorated the town for 

the Adirondacks Antiques Weekend and the third Great 

Adirondack Moose Festival. A busy September was 

concluded with the club’s annual plant exchange and 
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sale, which is a public service activity for the commu-

nity. 

In November members will prepare for the 

club’s Country Christmas Tour fundraiser, decorating 

wreaths and making centerpieces and tabletop trees. 

The year will culminate with a Holiday Cookie 

Exchange in December. 

—Pat Leonard, President 

 
Heritage Garden Club 
The Heritage Garden Club held a Memorial Service on 

July 30, 2012, for four treasured and long-time mem-

bers who had passed on in recent years. The service 

honored Agnes Guy, Margaret Armstrong, Maki Jac-

knowitz, and Irene Poliquin and was held at the Memo-

rial Garden, which is located behind the Visitor Center 

on Broadway in downtown Saratoga Springs.  A eulogy 

for each of the honored members was read by a garden 

club member. Also, new tags with the names of de-

parted members were placed in the garden next to per-

ennial plants that had been planted there previously. 

This was done in memory of all Heritage Garden Club 

members who have passed on. Family members were 

invited and many attended. Everyone enjoyed the re-

freshments on the patio following the service. 

Other summer activities included the annual 

Summer Barbeque for the residents of Woodlawn 

Commons. This is a very popular activity for residents 

and club members, alike. The committees that care for 

the three gardens in the city, which the club sponsors, 

were kept busy by the hot, dry weather that was here 

for most of the summer. The gardens look great, how-

ever, and add to the beauty of the city. 

A craft group has been formed to make some 

interesting and attractive items to be sold at the annual 

Luncheon Card Party, which will be held on November 

7. That event is the club’s biggest fund-raiser and pro-

vides the funds for the care of the gardens, the scholar-

ships that are given each year, and the donations given 

to several organizations. 

—Martha Van Patten, Correspondent 

Glenville Hills Garden Club 
The Glenville Hills Garden Club sent six youngsters to 

the Department of Environmental Conservation’s camps 

this summer. The camperships are funded by proceeds 

from the club’s  Memorial Day Plant and Pie Sale and a 

matching grant from a local trust. The club has sponsored 

campers for many years and never had a child who didn’t 

come back with an enhanced appreciation of the world in 

which we live. 

A local 

Eagle Scout 

built planter 

boxes in front 

of the Galway 

food pantry 

building, and 

club members 

planted annuals 

in them to 

brighten the 

entryway. Vol-

unteers at the pantry had to duck chickadees feeding from 

the tall sunflowers! Patrons and neighbors alike ex-

pressed great appreciation for the colorful display, which 

added whimsy and cheer to this important community 

building. Members had to carry water from a neighboring 

church throughout the long, dry summer, and so the Li-

ons Club installed a water spigot on the building which 

will make it easier next year. The boxes have now been 

cleaned out for the winter and will be planted anew in the 

spring. 

Just when members thought they could settle 

down and concentrate on current (and new) projects, like 

decorating the gazebo in the town park for the holidays 

and planting and tending the gardens they already spon-

sor with the sixth-grade students in the spring, the club 

has been invited to “adopt” the welcome circle at the Jo-

seph Henry Elementary School. Designed and planted by 

the club many years ago, it’s a bit “timeworn” after years 

of youngsters taking short-cuts through it or fetching ten-

nis balls out of the bushes. Another new project in the 

wings—if it turns out as 

beautifully as the post 

office gardens, the com-

munity will surely enjoy 

it. 

 The club’s Peren-

nial Bloom recipient, 

Sonja Greenhill, was de-

lighted with her framed 

certificate, and an English 

Rose will be planted in 

her honor next spring. 

 —Mary Lynn Kopper, President 

 

The Heritage Garden Club 
Annual Card Party & Luncheon 

 

Wednesday, November 7, 2012 

Gideon Putnam Hotel, Saratoga Springs, NY 

RSVP by October 29, 2012 $25.00 

Contact: Sharon Meyer (518-258-1511) 



THE GARDEN GATE         Fall 2012 5 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Class 1: “Pointillism” 
(a pave design) 

Blue Ribbon and Designer’s 
Choice awarded to  

Janice Pitkin 

 
 

Class 7: “Pop Art” 
(a design using 3 or 

more supplied  
components) 

 
Blue Ribbon,  
Petite Award, 

 & Award of Design  
Excellence  

 
awarded to Marge 

Shostak 

Section I: “Watercolors” (perennials) and Design Section C: “In the Mind’s 
Eye” (small designs) displayed at eye level in the background 

Class 3: “Romanticism” 
(a monochromatic design) 

Blue Ribbon awarded to 
Mary Seymour 

Class 2:  
“Modernism” 

(an op art design) 
Blue Ribbon awarded to  

Michelle Snye 

Our art theme was expressed with design class titles depicting different styles of art and the horticulture section titles 
expressing different methods of drawing and painting. Horticulture sections were arranged by color, making a rain-
bow of annuals set on an oversized palette and perennials displayed on window panes. 

Class 9: “Minimalism” 
(a collage) 

Blue Ribbon awarded to 
Norma Moy 

Class 5: “Classicism” 
(a traditional line-mass design) 

Blue Ribbon and Tri-color awarded 
to Marilyn Park 

Schuylerville Garden Club Annual Flower Show, July 28–29, 2012 

“A Work of Art” 
By Liz Gee / Photographs by Alan Gee 

Section D: “Painting” (annuals) with Class 1: “Pointillism” 
and Class 2: “Modernism” in the background   
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District IV Clubs 
 

Ballston Spa House & Garden Club 

www.BSHGC.org  

Carillon Garden Club 

www.facebook.com/carillongc 

Glenville Hills Garden Club of Saratoga County 

www.glenvillehillsgardenclub.org 

 

Heritage Garden Club 

www.heritagegardenclub.org  

Indian Lake Garden Club 

www.indianlakegardenclub.org  

Katrina Trask Garden Club 

Lake George Community Garden Club 

www.lakegeorgecommunitygardenclub.org  

Schuylerville Garden Club 

www.schuylervillegardenclub.org  

 

District IV Calendar of Events 

 
 November 7    Heritage Garden Club Luncheon & Card Party, Gideon Putmam Hotel, 

         registration 11:30 a.m., luncheon 12:15 p.m. ($25 fee) 

 

 November 14    FGCNYS Winter Board Meeting, Guilderland Office Complex 

Awards 
District IV Fall Meeting 

October 2, 2012 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Horticulturist of the Year 

Mary Seymour 

 

Ballston Spa 

House and Garden Club 

Contribution to Nature Conservancy 

Youth Campership 

Youth Scholarship 

Yearbook 

 

Carillon Garden Club 

Contribution to Nature Conservancy 

Retention of Membership 

Youth Campership 

Yearbook 

 

Glenville Hills Garden Club 

of Saratoga County 

60 Year Anniversary Certificate 

Contribution to Conservancy Group 

Youth Camperships 

 

Heritage Garden Club 

25 Year Anniversary Certificate 

Protection of Birds and Butterflies 

Youth Campership 

Youth Scholarship 

 

Katrina Trask Garden Club 

Youth Scholarship 

Indian Lake Garden Club 

Contribution to Nature Conservancy 

Membership Retention 

Youth Scholarship 

 

Lake George 

Community Garden Club 

Contribution to Nature Conservancy 

Greatest I ncrease in Membership 

Youth Campership 

Youth Scholarship 

 

Schuylerville Garden Club 

Contribution to Nature Conservancy 

Retention of Membership 

Youth Scholarships 

Yearbook 

 

 

http://www.BSHGC.org
http://www.glenvillehillsgardenclub.org
http://www.heritagegardenclub.org
http://www.indianlakegardenclub.org
http://www.lakegeorgecommunitygardenclub.org
http://www.schuylervillegardenclub.org

