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Director’s Message 
 

“Spring is when you feel like whistling, even with a shoe full of slush.” 

—Doug Larson 

 

T 
ruer words could not be spoken, especially this year! For me, the first day of 

spring was just another day on my calendar, celebrated by driving home from 

work in a sleet storm. Later that week, when the temperatures soared to a 

balmy 40 degrees, I had all I could do not to slip on a pair of shorts and sit in my 

garden with an ice pick! Today slipping into shorts may still be an issue, but my pa-

tience has paid off and I can now welcome the crocus, tulips, and District IV club members who have been 

hibernating for so long. 

This spring, District IV is off to a very busy start. I am very excited that we will be coming together 

for the District IV Spring Luncheon on April 29 at the Great Escape Lodge and then again at the FGCNYS 

Annual Meeting which is being held on May 8 and 9 at the Desmond Hotel in Albany. These events prom-

ise to be fun, educational, and a wonderful opportunity for us to come back together after what has proven 

to be a very long, cold winter!  

Let us not forget that June 1–7, 2014, we celebrate National Garden Week. All clubs within District 

IV can participate with a local project and apply for the NYS Award. In the past clubs have donated books 

and opened up lectures to the public. What will your club do this year? 

While spring is well known as being a time of rebirth and growth, I am happy to report our District 

is no exception! I am thrilled to announce that many of our garden clubs have recently welcomed new mem-

bers. As Director of District IV, I would like to extend a warm welcome to:  

 

To our newest members, I can honestly say that the District IV garden club members are an exceptional 

group! They have come together with common interests and goals, moved the earth, supported their com-

munities, and forged life-long friendships. Welcome to the District IV family!  

                                            —Laurene Tompkins, Director  
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District News 
 

 

Wildflower Walk: Cole’s Woods, May 2 
 

The Wildflower Walk is still scheduled for May 2, 2014, at Cole’s Woods in Glens Falls at 10:00 a.m. The walk 

will be guided by Jackie Donnelly. There is a concern that, due to the lateness of spring weather, May 2 may be 

too early this year to see wildflowers. Jackie will check the conditions, and I will notify club presidents if the 

date needs to be changed. 

 These are directions I recently received from Amy Collins of the Glens Falls Tourism Office:  Exit the 

Northway at Exit 19; go to Route 9 and turn right. Go south on Route 9, passing the Price Chopper store, to the 

Glens Falls “Y” building. Turn right there on to Fire Lane and drive behind the “Y” to a parking lot. That is 

where we will meet. Amy says we should wear boots or mud shoes as it will probably be muddy. 

 —Martha VanPatten, District IV Wildflower Chairman 

 

 

Annual Bus Trip: June 16 
 

Join us for a spectacular day trip to Innisfree Gardens located in Millbrook, New York. Landscaped with “cup 

gardens” on a 200-acre natural garden and rated as one of the top 10 gardens in the world, it is a wonderful ex-

perience. Designed with an Asian art influence you will learn how the use of Japanese practices was incorpo-

rated into individual gardens in graceful art forms. We will enjoy a private tour by Kate Kerin, Landscape Direc-

tor of the gardens, which will be opened exclusively to our group. A box lunch will be provided for a picnic be-

fore we begin. There are many benches along the trails to make it a leisurely afternoon. After our tour we will 

board the bus for a short ride to the Millbrook Winery for a tour and wine tasting.  

Then on to our last destination, the Culinary Institute of America. When we arrive we will be taken on a 

tour of the facilities where you can observe their creations being made. At 6:00 p.m. we will sit down to a four-

course dinner served by the students. This is an experience in itself.  

This should be a relaxing and exciting trip for everyone. Even though we are doing many things none 

are overly exerting. The gardens are on an uneven terrain but easily maneuvered. No one has to stay with the 

whole tour and you can stop to rest any time needed. The Culinary Institute of America has steps but there is an 

elevator that can be used. 

For this trip to happen we need  a full bus. The deadline is May 13 for everyone, and payment of $120 is 

due in full by that date. I will open it up to District III if the bus is not full by April 25. Because of having to 

cancel the overnight trip we have a short window to register.  

 I do hope you will take advantage of this delightful tour. It seems a bit pricey, but the meals and tours 

alone are over $100. Please bring your umbrellas to scare the rain away! 

Learn something new in gardening, try New York State wines, and enjoy an exquisite meal and excel-

lent company. I’m looking forward to seeing you on the bus! 

—Barb Millington, District IV Travel Coordinator 
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Ballston Spa House and Garden Club                   
The April club meeting featured a presentation by 

members Barb Fasake and Laurene Tompkins who 

demonstrated the use of household glassware, such 

as plates, cups, saucers, and candlesticks, to make 

decorative garden sculpture objects. Club members 

also made their own sculptures following the dem-

onstration.  

On April 26 at 11 a.m., club members will 

celebrate the eighth annual patriotic tree plant-

ing. This year’s planting will be held at the Malta 

Community Center flag pole. Local dignitaries and 

members of local veterans’ organizations will be 

present to commemorate the day.  

Club members are looking forward to an 

early, warm spring filled with lots of busy activi-

ties! Members are looking forward to spring clean-

ing and planting in the various community gardens 

the club maintains. The club’s most recent new 

effort is the improvement of the landscaping 

around the Malta Post Office. Club members and a 

local boy scout troop will meet on May 4 to rake, 

weed, spread soil, and plant annual flowers.     

The club continues its annual plant sale for 

the fourth year. This is the club’s main fundraiser 

with proceeds from the sale supporting the club’s 

youth scholarship programs and the maintenance 

of various community gardens. All District IV club 

members, friends, and relatives are encouraged to 

participate by ordering plants. Sweet potato vine 

plants and geraniums are available in 4 1/2 inch 

pots for $4.25 each. Available geranium colors are 

white, red, pink, and salmon. Orders and payments 

are due to club member Barb Millington by May 

7 (place orders by emailing Barb 

at bmillington@nycap.rr.com ).  

In celebration of National Garden Week, 

club members will once again team up with local 

youth to commemorate the event. This year, club 

members and a group of homeschooled students 

will gather on June 2 at the club’s garden at the 

Jim Tedisco Fitness Trail at the Old Iron Spring 

Park in Ballston Spa. Plans include the building of 

a wood enclosure for the garden, spreading of new 

soil, and installation of native plants.   

—Pam Relyea, Correspondent 

 

Carillon Garden Club 
Raking and pruning work parties are being 

planned by members of the Carillon Garden Club 

even if they have to put on hip boots and slosh out 

to their gardens. They’ve had enough of winter. 

They’ve been busy though, making plans for the 

coming club year. 

 The club had its first meeting of the year in 

March and welcomed Linda Gillilland, a Master 

Gardener and Cornell Cooperative Extension Edu-

cator from Westport, who spoke on a timely topic: 

pruning. She said that we have to have courage 

and not be shy when tackling our needy bushes 

and trees. The club’s April program featured a talk 

on rain barrels given by a newer member, Diane 

O’Connor, also a Master Gardener. 

    Plans are being made for a rededication of 

the Blue Star garden at the Crown Point Bridge on 

April 26. Members of Carillon completed an over-

haul over the last year and are hoping that over 

100 daffodils will be in bloom for the occasion. 

Dignitaries from veterans’ groups, town officials, 

the public, and club members will rededicate the 

area to our nation’s men and women and their 

families who have served, still serve, and will 

serve in the future. 

 Additionally plans have been under way 

for the District IV Spring Meeting and Luncheon 

being held on April 29. The club will also be cele-

brating their fortieth anniversary this year, putting 

on a standard flower show in September and doing 

all their other regular activities, monthly programs, 

and meetings. Busy is the word and no moss will 

be growing under their feet! 

—Betty Rettig, Co-President 

 

Lake George Community Garden Club  
The Lake George Community Garden Club settled 

inside for the winter (which turned out to be 

wise!), and, in 

January, the club 

invited August 

Baldwin to give a 

talk on Bonsai. 

The name comes 

from bon, mean-

ing a tray or low-

mailto:bmillington@nycap.rr.com
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sided pot, and sai, a plant or plantings. It origi-

nated from the Chinese practice called penjing but 

has particular Japanese aesthetics and terminology 

going back over a thousand years. Mr. Baldwin 

demonstrated methods used, selecting the proper 

container and plants, as well as shaping by wiring 

and pruning.  

 In February, member Betsy Birchenough 

gave a presentation on a trip she and her husband 

took to wildlife parks in Tanzania, Africa: 

Tarangire, Ngorongoro—where they saw the 

Ngorongoro Crater (the world’s largest inactive, 

intact, and unfilled volcanic caldera)—and Lake 

Manyara. They also visited a spice farm on the is-

land of Zanzibar and the Jozani Forest, where the 

red colobus monkeys live. These unique animals 

have been adopted as the flagship species for con-

servation in Zanzibar. 

 In March, Anna Poulos of Minervathena 

Studio, located in the Shirt Factory in Glens Falls, 

explained and demonstrated the process of eco 

printing. This involves using flowers and plant ma-

terial to color cloth. Anna had many beautiful ex-

amples of her work to illustrate how it is done and 

what can be made from the results. 

 Having waited through all that sub-zero 

weather, the Perennial Planters group finally went 

ahead and held the workshop on creating cement 

stepping stones for members’ gardens. Since the 

work had to be done inside, members only prac-

ticed the process and came home with great ideas 

to do on their own. This writer’s project is curing 

in the basement—time will tell. In a few weeks, 

members will try making hypertufa pots, again 

hoping for warmer weather. 

—Nancy Boericke, Correspondent 

 
Glenville Hills Garden Club 
The beginning of a new year brings the opportu-

nity for change, new ideas, and new projects, but it 

also calls for the tried and true annual events. Gar-

den club members continue to enjoy both the old 

and the new.   

 At the club’s annual potluck luncheon in 

January, members elected officers for the coming 

year and watched the DVD, “Ruth Stout’s Gar-

den,” a celebration of the no dig/no work method 

of gardening. 

Fellow gardeners from two clubs in District 

IV were the program presenters during February 

and March. Charlene McDonough, president of the 

Lake George Community Garden Club, gave a 

PowerPoint presentation on ornamental grasses. Liz 

Gee, a National Garden Clubs accredited judge 

from the Schuylerville Garden Club, demonstrated 

four different creative floral designs. Both excellent 

programs!    

The club’s newest project was conceived 

last summer by members of the Beautification 

Committee as they began to renovate the garden in 

front of the Joseph Henry Elementary School and to 

select the plantings. Why not get students involved, 

they said. 

 The project came to life during a school 

day at the end of the first week in March, when the 

school cafeteria was transformed into a huge 

“potting shed” with a blue tarp covering a portion 

of the floor and all the necessary supplies at hand; 

washed paper milk cartons, planting trays, bins of 

pre-moistened soil, and seeds. Students in three first

-grade classes and two 

third-grade classes, 120 in 

all, assembled there, one 

group at a time, to plant 

marigold seeds, the first 

phase of this collaborative 

project between the school 

and the garden club. For 

many of the students, this 

was the first time they had 

planted a seed.  

 Amy David and 

Darby Neahr, co-chairmen of the club’s Youth 

Committee, were in charge of the event. They pro-

vided instruction, a dem-

onstration, and assis-

tance. Each student filled 

two containers with soil, 

planted the seeds, and 

covered the pair of 

planted containers with a 

Ziploc bag to create a 

tiny greenhouse. Trays 

of plants were carried to 

the science room and to 

classrooms where they 

were watered and tended  

Continued on page 6                                                                                             

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caldera
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flagship_species
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conservation_biology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conservation_biology
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Judges’ Corner 

Judges Council Floral Design Programs 

Our District IV Judges Council programs are in full swing. Just like any other garden club program they 

should be advertised and are open to other garden club members and prospective garden club members 

from the public. 

If you would like to attend a program, please contact the club president to let her know. Space at 

workshops is limited so plan on scheduling one for your own club or request that a District program be 

scheduled separately. Contact Judges Council chairman Liz Gee at egee1@nycap.rr.com or 518-461-8051. 

  

  

 March 12, 2014 Creative Line Design Workshop  Schuylerville GC 

  

 March 24, 2014 Learning about Flower Show Designs Glenville Hills GC 

  

 May 14, 2014  Leaf Manipulation Demonstration  Schuylerville GC 

 

 June 19, 2014  Interpreting a Flower Show Schedule Carillion GC 

  

 July 12 & 13, 2014 Go See a Flower Show   Schuylerville GC 

  

 August 21, 2014 Flower Show Design Demonstration Carillion GC 

  

 Sept .19 & 20, 2014 Go See a Flower Show   Carillion GC 

  

 October 27, 2014 Creative Line Design Workshop  Glenville Hills GC 

  

 January 12, 2015 Learning about Flower Show Designs      Heritage GC 

  

 February 12, 2015 Leaf Manipulation Demonstration  Ballston Spa GC 
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 Continued from page 4 

by school staff and the students. Within a couple 

of weeks the plants had sprung up. The germina-

tion rate was high. A successful beginning! 

 Moving forward, the plan calls for each 

child to take one of plants home and to plant the 

second in the circle garden in front of the school, 

where the bright, yellow marigolds will bloom all 

summer. After the plants have set seeds in the fall, 

students will collect the seeds for planting the fol-

lowing year. 

 Annual events are scheduled during the 

remainder of spring: a luncheon and installation of 

officers at the Saratoga Golf and Polo Club at the 

end of April, the community cleanup day with 

sixth graders in May, and the club’s only fund-

raiser, a plant and pie sale, on Memorial Day, 9 

a.m. to 1 p.m., in the Village Park in Galway. 

—Arlene Rhodes, President 
 

Heritage Garden Club 

This spring the Heritage Garden Club has planned 

mostly flower-titled programs and projects. In 

April club members will be learning about the 

Schuylerville Lilac Initiative. The club’s annual 

Spring Luncheon will be on May 12 at Saratoga 

National Golf Course. The Wildflowers of Copper 

Canyon will be the program for that event. In June 

the club’s meeting will be held at the Saratoga 

Springs Visitors’ Center where the program will 

be “Transatlantic Transplants.” Attendees will 

learn about the plants introduced by the early colo-

nists and other colonial plant information. Heritage 

Garden Club warmly invites members of other 

garden clubs and their friends to attend these pro-

grams. Guests are also invited to the Spring 

Luncheon on May 12 and can contact any officer 

of the club. 

 The club’s garden therapy activity this 

spring will take place in May at Woodlawn Com-

mons with the residents there. This will be under 

the direction of Heather Cushing, District IV chair-

man of Garden Therapy. She will lead 8 to 10 gar-

den club members who will assist the residents in 

planting spring pansies in individual contain-

ers. These plants will be kept and cared for in the 

residents’ rooms. 

 The club is very pleased to announce that 

they have received a second grant from the Alfred 

Z. Solomon Charitable Trust Fund in the amount 

of $2,208 for this year. This money will be used 

for the maintenance of the three gardens in Sara-

toga Springs that are cared for by members of the 

club. It will also support garden therapy activities 

and will fund two one-week camperships to Camp 

Colby, the DEC camp. This is due to the efforts of 

member Lee Nelson who submitted the successful 

grant application. 

—Martha VanPatten, Correspondent 

 
Schuylerville Garden Club 
Schuylerville Garden Club members have spent 

many cold winter days making exciting plans for 

the spring and summer seasons. 

Susan Beebe from the Saratoga 

County Cornell Cooperative Extension Office dis-

cussed how to select and grow long-lasting lilies in 

the garden. Her slides were oh-so-beautiful to see 

on a blustery winter day, and members all left 

longing for sun and soil to begin planting their fa-

vorite varieties. 

  The club’s Municipal Planting Committee 

has been in touch with a local grower in anticipa-

tion of replacing snow banks with mounds of 

beautiful flowers.   

  The 2014 Flower Show Committee has 

completed most of the basic planning for the 

show.  Now the club is working toward making 

those plans reality. Flower Show Judges, SGC 

members Phoebe Hunt and Liz Gee, taught mem-

bers how to make creative line designs at the 

March meeting, and at the club’s June meeting 

they will demonstrate leaf manipulation tech-

niques. These are types of designs featured in the 

club’s show, so members should be comfortable 

doing them by July. 

  Linda Ford, a Rensselaer County Master 

Gardener, will present a program on the growing 

habits of amaryllis bulbs at the club’s April meet-

ing. Also at that meeting the club will be planning 

their May 10 plant sale, and Mother’s Day plant-

ings with local pre-schoolers.  

  When spring weather arrives we will be 

happy gardeners, digging in the dirt!   

—Kathy Turcotte, President 
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SAVE THE DATE 

District IV 

Fall Meeting & Luncheon 
 

Tuesday, October 14 

 

Fort William Henry Resort 

Lake George 

 

Hosted by the Heritage Garden Club 

 

DISTRICT IV FLOWER SHOWS 
 

Schuylerville Garden Club 

Standard Flower  Show  
 

“Mother Nature’s Wardrobe”  

Schuylerville Town Hall 

Saturday, July 12, 1–6 p.m. 

Sunday, July 13, 1–4 p.m. 

 

* * * * * 
 

Carillon Garden Club 

Standard Flower Show 
 

“Let’s Play Poker” 
 

Hague Community Center 
 

September 19 and 20 

Ballston Spa House & Garden Club 

Geranium Sale 

Call Barbara Millington at 885–3085 

to order by May 1 

 
Schuylerville Garden Club 

Annual Plant Sale 

May 10 

Fort Hardy Park, Schuylerville 

 
Lake George Community Garden Club 

Perennial Plant Sale 

May 17, 9 a.m.–2 p.m. 

Shepard Park, Lake George 

 

Glenville Hills Garden Club 

Memorial Day Plant and Pie Sale 

May 26, 9 a.m.–1 p.m. 

Village Park, Galway  

 
Carillon Garden Club 

Plant Sale 

May 31, 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 

United Methodist Church, Ticonderoga 

 

 

DISTRICT IV PLANT SALES 
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Ballston Spa House & Garden Club 

www.BSHGC.org  

Carillon Garden Club 

www.facebook.com/carillongc 

Glenville Hills Garden Club of Saratoga County 

www.glenvillehillsgardenclub.org 

 

 

 

Heritage Garden Club 

www.heritagegardenclub.org  

Lake George Community Garden Club 

www.lakegeorgecommunitygardenclub.org  

Schuylerville Garden Club 

www.schuylervillegardenclub.org  

 

District IV Calendar of Events 

 

April 29       District IV Spring Meeting and Luncheon, Great Escape Lodge, Queensbury 

By May 1  Ballston Spa House & Garden Club Geranium Sale 

               Call Barbara Millington at 885–3085 to order 

May 2  District Wildflower Walk, Cole’s Woods, Glens Falls, 10 a.m.  

May 8–9 FGCNYS Annual Meeting, Desmond Americana, Albany 

May 10 Schuylerville Garden Club Annual Plant Sale, Fort Hardy Park,  Schuylerville 

May 17 Lake George Community Garden Club, Perennial Plant Sale, Shepard Park,  

  Lake George, 9 a.m.–2 p.m. 

May 26            Glenville Hills Garden Club Memorial Day Plant and Pie Sale, Village Park,  

  Galway, 9 a.m.–1 p.m. 

May 31 Carillon Garden Club Plant Sale, United Methodist Church, Ticonderoga, 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 

June 1–7 NATIONAL GARDEN WEEK 

 June 12           Ballston Spa House & Garden Club, Schenectady Rose Garden Tour and Luncheon 

June 16 District IV Bus Trip: Innisfree Gardens, Millbrook Winery, CIA  

June 19 Carillon Garden Club 40th Anniversary Catered Lunch, Hague Community Center 

July 12–13 Schuylerville Garden Club Standard Flower  Show “Mother Nature’s Wardrobe,”  

  Schuylerville Town Hall, Schuylerville, NY , 1–6 p.m. (Sat.), 1–4 p.m. (Sun.) 

July 17  Carillon Garden Club Card Party, Hague Community Center, 11:30 a.m. 

 

District IV Clubs 

http://www.BSHGC.org
http://www.glenvillehillsgardenclub.org
http://www.heritagegardenclub.org
http://www.lakegeorgecommunitygardenclub.org
http://www.schuylervillegardenclub.org

