
Message from District IV Director Charlanne Ryan-McDonough 

Dear District IV Members, 

I hope that you are well and looking forward to the summer months. As 
we move into Phase 3 of the current COVID-19 pandemic, hopefully we 
can see the light at the end of the tunnel.  

This director attended a Board of Directors Zoom meeting in May and 
June. The Annual Meeting of FGCNYS scheduled for October 6, 2020 
in Utica was cancelled. A Fall Conference to include the Fall Board of 
Director’s Meeting and a Symposium to follow the Fall Conference is 

scheduled for October 3-7,  2021. The location remains the Delta Hotels by 
Marriott Utica.  The subscription to Zoom has been very popular. We have made over 60 meeting 
reservations. The board is developing a free program for member clubs to enjoy during the COVID stay-at-
home period through  Zoom. Presidents will receive a speaker’s list to look through in planning a meeting 
with their club. A Zoom reservation will be made with the Albany office and the speaker will be contacted for 
availability. Board members were asked to participate if interested. They were directed to sign up and fill out 
a form describing their presentation as well as the title. This program will help clubs stay connected and have 
fun and educational club meetings.     

Many cancelled events were replaced with virtual flower shows and tours and sharing home gardening 
projects and photos. Some clubs are practicing social distancing with gloves and masks while maintaining 
civic gardens and planters in their home towns.  Go to the FGNYS, Inc. and NGC websites for projects and 
information on future events. NGC is sponsoring a project entitled “Each One, Plant One”. The goal is to 
reduce the impact of pollution on our environment and to encourage members to make their yards an eco-
friendly habitat. 

Thank you to all the clubs in district IV for your dedication and love of gardening. Stay well and safe.     

Looking forward to a wonderful summer and how can we…Plant America: Spreading Roots ThruNY !                        
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Lake George Community Garden Club 
 

February brought us two 
wonderful programs as 
w e l l a s o u r a n n u a l 
February covered dish 
l u n c h e o n .  A t o u r 
P e r e n n i a l P l a n t e r s ’ 
meet ing he ld a t Pa t 
Carpenter’s home, our 
members were asked to 
bring their favorite tools.  
They talked about what they liked about the tool and 
how they used it. The claw gloves were the favorite!  
We also had a Gardening Book exchange at the 
meeting.  The girls were able to go home with 
reading material to help them with their gardens and 
house plants.  

A f t e r o u r 
w o n d e r f u l 
c o v e r e d d i s h 
l u n c h e o n o n 
F e b r u a r y 1 9 , 
C h a r l a n n e 
M c D o n o u g h 
gave a Keynote 
presentation on 
g r o w i n g a n d 
storing dahlias.  
She shared with 
us tips on how to 
grow a stronger 
and more colorful 
dahlia.  We all learned there is more we can do 
beside plant the bulbs in the spring.  

On March 4th we met at the home of Carolyn Rudolf 
for a very informative class given by photographer, 
Suzie Usher, on how to take pictures of flowers. She 
presented many examples of her pictures, pointing 

out the qualities of each.  Many of her displays had 
groups of two pictures:  one was visually pleasing 
and the other showed elements of picture talking that 
we should avoid.  It was a great learning experience. 
In the future, when we brag about our flowers on 
Facebook, our pictures will show photographic 
expertise.  Her workshop was very inspiring and 
educational.  Some of us are now ready to send our 
flower photos to Home and Gardening magazines 
with the assurance that not only are our gardens very 
beautiful but that we know how to show them at 
their best.  

We hope to reconvene our meetings by July, but due 
to the Corona Virus still on the loose the July 
meeting will not be held at a member’s home. The 
Executive Committee met and agreed to cancel all 
meetings and programs until January 2021.   

We have invited our members to join in a Herb 
Garden Project.  The girls are being asked to start 
herbs from seed at home and share the bounty at a 
small gathering at Annette Newcomb’s home. This 
should be aromatic and fun.  

 As these plants grow in pots outside or on our 
windowsills, it will remind us that garden club is a 
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wonderful group of women who love gardening and 
are willing to share what we know and love. 

We hope that everyone is staying safe and is outside 
enjoying the nice weather and our gardens.  By 
staying home, we have more time to work outside 
and spruce up our gardens and our yards. 

                       - Annette Newcomb, 1st Vice President 

Schuylerville Garden Club 

It has been a long winter. 
Schuylerville Garden Club met in February to hear 
a n d s e e M a r g e S h o s t a k , S G C M a s t e r 
Gardener demonstrate Designs for your home. She is 
soooo talented and willing to explain design 
structure. 

March was our winter picnic and covered dish 
meal with always plenty of food and conversation. 

Then Covid 19 arrived and we sheltered at home 
wishing for warm weather, green grass and spring 
flowers to distract us. By May 19 we all needed 
OUT. The masked gardeners armed with spades, 
trowels and gloves attacked the planter areas of the 
village (social distance of course).   

This Memorial day let us all remember the many  
who lost loved ones in this pandemic and the other 
wars. 

The club did not meet in April or May but held a 
virtual meeting to discuss the flower show planed for 
July.  "Flowers take Flight " will be held July 2021, 
the date to be determined. 

During the May zoom 
m e e t i n g L i z G e e 
d e m o n s t r a t e d 2 
designs that will be in 
the flower show.  We 
will have lots of time 
to practice. 

Enjoy your yard and 
plants. Stay safe.  

                            - Sharlene Pendrak, Correspondent 

Heritage Garden Club 

Our February meeting was “normal”!!!  
We had an informative speaker from the Cornell Co-
operative Center discussing house plants-which 
varieties would function and do well in different 
settings in our homes. 

Our March meeting was a displaced business 
meeting at the Library due to Woodlawn Commons 
closing their doors to the public.  
Sorry to report no photos were taken at either 
meeting.  

We’ve had no monthly meetings since our March 
one, and all of our regular venues have  been 
cancelled.  

Work has carried on at our two garden sites despite 
the virus - with masks and spacing and numbers 
accounted for: The Visitors Center, and the 
Radiology Oncology Center at the Hospital. The 
Gideon Putnam Cemetery will be under way shortly.  
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The club has an interesting and fun fundraiser 
coming up in early June: planting many annuals at a 
home on North Broadway. This will take place in 
June. Lunch of pizza and bottles of water will be 
provided. Workers are paid $12.00 an hour and this 
goes into the club treasury!  We will be wearing our 
masks and social distancing.  

                                         - Katie Richman, President  
       and Martha Van Patton, Correspondence  

Glenville Hills Garden Club of Saratoga 

It was ironic that our February meeting was a DVD 
program of the Keukenhof Gardens near Amsterdam 
Holland. This year, viewing the gardens was 
canceled for the first time in 70 years!.  Seven 
million tulips were not seen in person, but they are 
gearing up for next year's display.  In the meantime, 
virtual viewing is available by going to 
keukenhof.nl/en/keukenhof-virtually-open-2 

Since we chose to cancel our meetings beginning in 
March, our thoughtful president, Donna Zelanko, 
began to support members who were self isolating 
by offering to do their shopping for items needed.  

Our spirits were further uplifted when Sue 
VanOmmeren sent us all a photo of her crocuses 
blossoming in the snow! Then, 
other members shared their 
spring displays of daffodils, 
tulips and so forth. 

 
T h e g a r d e n a t 
G a l w a y 
elementary school, 
p l a n t e d a n d 
maintained by our 
members, was in 
f u l l b l o o m b y 
April. 

Board meetings 
were conducted 
with Zoom. Future 
p l a n s a r e a l l  

tentative depending 
on the COVID-19 
u p d a t e s . O u r 
members remain 
optimistic as we 
work in our gardens 
enjoying the new 
life bursting forth 
each day. 

             - Lenore Lanka, Correspondent 

The Ballston Spa House & Garden Club 

The new year started off rather strangely for the 
Ballston Spa House and Garden Club as we decided 
not to have our usual January meeting as so many of 
our members are now 
leav ing town for 
warmth elsewhere. 
 We did however 
s t i c k w i t h o u r 
February meet ing 
which was a tea party 
with a Mardi Gras 
theme.  We dressed 
with a Mardi Gras 
touch,  wore beads and ate well.  We were asked to 
bring a favorite tea cup and it was fun to see the kind 
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of cups in use.  Some large, some dainty, some 
practical and all waiting to start the tea tasting.  The 
socializing was soothing amid the decorative table 
cloth and plates.  The weather was cold but we left 
warm.   

In March we had our annual Pot Luck Lunch where 
everyone is Irish.  The food is always good and this 
meeting is always a hit.  During the meeting we 
installed our new officers and recognized our 
outgoing officers.  Thanks to the district for sending 
Annette Newcomb to do the installation.  Annette 
presented a lovely ceremony with handmade 
mementos for new and old officers.  As those of you 
who have met Annette know, she makes the loveliest 
crafts fit for a store.  She made each officer a lovely 
handmade black box lined with contrasting fabric 
and embroidered with our club’s name.  Tucked 
inside were chocolates.  Then we turned the table on 
Annette and presented her with a lovely shamrock. 
Needless to say we were a grateful group.  Thank 
you Annette and your husband  for all you did. 

Then came the pandemic that forced us to cancel our 
April and May meetings.  We agonized about our 
yearly May geranium sale and decided to try it 
whatever the outcome.  Some of our avenues of 
publicity were closed but we discovered new ones. 
Somehow people got the sale info and they were 
ready for live plants.  With masks and social 
distancing we pulled it off.  We did very well with it 
and were surprised and very thankful. 

Our next adventure is our yearly plant sale on June 
13th.  We will wear masks and socially distance and 
hope for a good outcome. 

                                  - Barb Millington, Co President 

Sacandaga Garden Club 

The Sacandaga Garden Club has been almost 
inactive, but we have managed to do a couple of 
things.  When the pandemic started and masks 
weren't readily available, we donated $100 for 

materials 
to make 
m a s k s 
and hats 
for local 
hospitals 
a n d t o 
g i v e 
a w a y 
l o c a l l y .  
Many o f 
our members worked hard cutting, sewing and 
distributing the masks. 

Our hospitality 
c o m m i t t e e 
m a d e l o v e l y 
handkerchiefs 
decorated with 
flowers for the 
homebound, but 
unfortunately 
t h e y h a v e n ' t 
been delivered. 

We have started 
a Facebook site. 

It is Sacandaga Garden Club.  Our members have 
been sharing pictures and questions. 

  We have no definite plans for future meetings.  Like 
all of us, we're just waiting for it to be safe to get 
together again. 

                                         - Janet Mitchell, President 
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Photo Gallery  

 

 New baby birds in Schuylerville. 
 

Fish in Sacandaga by Dianna Knapp.

Janet Mitchell is busy painting butterflies and flowers.

George Newcomb’s vegetable garden (no room 
for veggie plants) or Annette’s plant sale garden 
for next year!
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District IV Calendar of Events 
Save the Date: 

District IV Spring 2021 Meeting & Luncheon hosted by Heritage Garden Club 
       Date and location to be determined.  

          
___________________________________                           

  

Oct. 5, 2020	 	 Zoom FGCNYS Board Meeting 9 am (Annual Reports 2019-20)


Nov. 11, 2020	 	 FGCNYS Winter Board Meeting, Albany, NY (Nominations)


July 2021	 	 Schuylerville Garden Club Standard Flower Show


Oct. 3-7 2021	 	 FGCNYS Fall Conference, Fall Board of Director’s Meeting & Symposium at the 	
	 	 	 Delta Hotels by Marriott Utica, NY  


Oct. 2021	 	 District IV Fall Meeting & Luncheon - Hosted by Ballston Spa House & Garden 	
	 	 	 Club - Date and Location TBA 


District IV Clubs 

Ballston Spa House & Garden Club

www.bshgc.org


Glenville Hills Garden Club of Saratoga County

www.glenvillehillsgardenclub.org 


Heritage Garden Club

www.heritagegardenclub.org


Lake George Community Garden Club

www.lakegeorgecommunitygardenclub.org


Sacandaga Garden Club

http://sacandagagardens.blogspot.com/


Schuylerville Garden Club

www.schuylervillegardenclub.org
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