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Director’s Message 
 

W 
e all welcome the warm, sunny weather and the much-needed 

rain to grow our gardens. 

The District IV–sponsored bus trip to Boston to attend the 

World Association of Flower Arrangers 10th International Flower Show, 

―This Glorious Earth,‖ was an outstanding success. Our district ―travel 

director‖ Barb Millington organized a two-day trip that went off like 

clockwork. Weather was perfect, overnight accommodations at the Mar-

riott Courtyard were exceptional, our driver was knowledgeable and ac-

commodating of our needs, and the flower show was spectacular. Our 

thanks to Barb and Judy Esposito, who assisted her. We look forward to another trip in the future. 

Speaking of flower shows, we must not overlook our District IV shows. The Schuylerville 

Garden Club presented its Standard Flower Show, ―We’re Going to Disney World,‖ on Saturday 

and Sunday, July 23 and 24, at the Saratoga Town Hall in Schuylerville.  Carillon Garden Club is 

presenting its Standard Flower Show on October 7 and 8 at the Hague Community Building. 

 FGCNYS’s 2011–2013 President Pam Foehser has selected ―Gardening…Hands That 

Make Our Souls Bloom‖ as the theme for her administration. NGC’s 2011–2013 President Shirley 

Nicolai’s theme is ―NGC: Proudly Serving Our Members and Communities.‖ Her special project 

is Protecting Aquatic Ecosystems,which encourages clubs to adopt and plan strategies to safe-

guard aquatic ecosystems. The NGC website www.gardenclub.org presents further details. 

 Don’t overlook our District IV website www.nydistrictiv.org. Deb Hoffman, webmaster, 

has added a link to the FGCNYS site for the latest instructions for Awards. 

I hope you all enjoy your summer and I look forward to seeing some of you at the 

FGCNYS Fall Meeting and Conference in Rochester September 12–13. 

  —Patricia Leonard, Director  
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 The club’s Annual Card and Game Party will 

be on Thursday, September 15, at the Hague Commu-

nity Building. Please watch for more details coming 

your way soon. 

Also coming up will be the club’s Standard 

Flower Show, ―A Moment in Time,‖ scheduled for Oc-

tober 7 and 8  at the Hague Community Building on 

Route 8. We hope many of you will be able to attend 

both of these events. 

 Be sure to ―bloom where you’re planted‖ and 

may the sun shine warm upon your face. Happy Gar-

dening! 

—Betty Rettig, President 
  

Ballston Spa House and Garden Club    
Throughout the summer, members continue to maintain 

village gardens sponsored by the club. Club members 

secured donations of mulch and plants from local busi-

nesses and supplemented these with purchases made 

from the club treasury. At the Ballston Spa Public Li-

brary ―Pink Garden‖ a permanent garden trellis was 

installed. Plaques on the trellis were purchased by club 

members and community residents to honor friends and 

relatives who have dealt with breast cancer. Club mem-

bers planted additional flowers and laid mulch on clean

-up days on May 7 and June 4. On June 18, at the 

James Tedisco Fitness Trail at Iron Spring Park, club 

members weeded and began a garden drawing of the 

area in an effort to better organize the plantings.   

 The National Garden Clubs, Inc., designated 

June 5–11 as National Garden Week to acknowledge 

the importance of gardening and the numerous contri-

butions of gardeners. This year’s theme is ―The World 

Around Us: Love It—Beautify It—Protect It.‖ To com-

memorate the week, the club hosted the weekly Stories 

and Activities session for preschoolers ages 3–5 on 

Thursday, June 9, at the Ballston Spa Public Library. 

Lake George Community Garden Club 
Two of the club’s members have been recognized by 

local preservation and conservation groups this spring. 

Teresa Whelan has been honored by the town of War-

rensburg as Citizen of the Year for her successful pres-

ervation and beautification efforts. Toni Franz, of Bol-

ton Landing, and her husband were honored by the 

Lake George Land Conservancy for their support of 

conservation efforts around the lake. The club is very 

proud of these ladies and their work. 

 On the first day of spring, March 18, one mem-

ber delivered fifty potpourri sacks to the Westmount 

Health Facility. She had discovered a pen, made by 

Singer, that can write on non-shiny ribbon. This should 

come in handy for all kinds of gift giving. The club 

celebrated National Garden Week in June by donating 

$25 or a gardening book to each of five local libraries. 

Members of the club also made fresh floral arrange-

ments to accompany library Garden Week displays. 

And, again this year, the club donated a crab apple to 

the village of Lake George to celebrate Arbor Day. 

 In May, the club provided a benefit basket and 

floral arrangement to the District IV Spring Meeting 

and Luncheon at the Queensbury Hotel in Glens Falls. 

One member reported on attending the District Board 

meeting that day adding that it was so nice now to be 

able to put faces behind the names in the district direc-

tory. 

 On August 3, the Perennial Planters group went 

on a field trip to the King’s Garden at Fort Ticonder-

oga. The club’s regular meeting on August 17 was a 

field trip on the Floating Classroom of Lake George’s 

Waterkeeper program. 

—Nancy Boericke, Correspondent 
 

Carillon Garden Club 
The Carillon Garden Club continues to be very active 

in Ticonderoga and Hague with planting and maintain-

ing areas that need a bit of color to welcome residents 

and visitors to the area. In May some of the club’s 

members helped residents of the local nursing home 

plant window boxes with colorful annuals for their ter-

race and courtyard gardens. With sun hats, gloves, and 

trowels participants enjoyed the thrill of digging and 

planting together for this annual event. Areas around 

the entranceways to the club’s towns and post office 

were also given a sprucing-up, and colorful boxes were 

planted. 

 Many members enjoyed the district bus trip to 

the WAFA show in Boston in June and will be present-

ing a program later this year to the club. In July mem-

bers enjoyed a picnic meeting and program that also 

included making crafts from nature. The August pro-

gram will feature rain gardens with Emily DeBolt. 
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The club donated the children’s book Whose Garden Is 

It? to the library, and club secretary Judy Esposito read 

the book to the children. After the reading, Judy and 

club member 

Pam Relyea 

worked with 

the children 

and parents to 

make pompom 

garden crea-

tures featured 

in the book.  

 T h e 

club’s final 

regular meet-

ing of the spring (meetings will recommence in Septem-

ber) was held on June 9 at the American Legion Hall. 

Susan Beebe, Director of the Saratoga County Coopera-

tive Extension and a Master Gardener, gave an informa-

tive and interesting presentation on irises and distributed 

helpful information. 

The club awarded two scholarships: a $350 

scholarship for one week at Camp Colby this summer to 

a Ballston Spa Middle School student, and a $100 schol-

arship to a Ballston Spa High School senior who will be 

continuing his work in horticulture. 

Members of the club donated items for a garage 

sale on June 11. The sale was held at club vice-president 

Lorraine MacPherson’s home, as part of the village-

wide sale. Even though Mother Nature chose to supply 

constant rain for the second consecutive year(!), many 

sales were made to benefit the club treasury. All remain-

ing items were donated to a thrift store run by a local 

church. 

A garden tour and brunch was held at the home 

of club president Barb Millington on July 21. Members 

brought delicious baked goods and beverages, and en-

joyed viewing Barb’s garden from the deck. 

—Pam Relyea, Correspondent 
 

Glenville Hills Garden Club 
Now that everything is up and blooming, residents are 

able to enjoy the gardens at the Galway Post Office, the 

park in the village, the library—and all the flower bar-

rels along the road that the club shares with the Galway 

Preservation Society. 

 For a while, the gardens were viewed through 

the rain—great quantities of rain in June—but the club 

was extremely lucky during its two big May events: the 

village gardening clean-up with the sixth graders from 

Galway School (a preparation for the celebration of Me-

morial Day), and, on Memorial Day, the club’s annual 

plant and pie sale. 

 This year school budget constraints meant buses 

could not be used, so members met the students at the 

school, and, serenaded by the high school band, which 

was practicing in the parking lot, walked them down 

busy Route 147 to the various village and town work-

sites. They were not able to work at the Town Hall this 

year, which is too far to walk on a busy highway. But 

they raked, dug, picked up branches (and filled two 

truck loads at the library alone, where folks had tossed 

parts of trees over the fence into the back yard!). The 

students, with supervisory parents, teachers, and garden 

club members also weeded, planted  flowers, and en-

joyed every minute of it! Spring Clean-up Day is an an-

nual event that helps Galway’s youth appreciate and feel 

responsible for the gardens in their town. And it gives 

many club members a chance to renew acquaintances 

with sixth graders—an awfully nice group of young-

sters! 

 The club’s pie and plant sale was its usual suc-

cess—pies fly out of members’ hands, and the Little Red 

Wagon was in constant use taking loads of plants to cus-

tomers’ cars. The club provides money for camperships 

to Camp Colby with the profits, and the students they 

have sent through the years are always anxious to go 

back again, and, hopefully, return home with a healthy 

respect for protecting the environment.   

 The weather cooperated again for the club’s 

summer picnic around a member’s pool. Probably one 

of the nicest days this June! Club members are looking 

forward to fall, when they will  work with a young Eagle 

Scout to build and plant flower garden boxes at the local 

food pantry. 

—Mary Lynn Kopper, President 

 

Indian Lake Garden Club  
Members are enjoying the results of their efforts in 

planting and tending thirty-eight flower barrels in the 

Town of Indian Lake. The recent warm, sunny weather 

has resulted in the plants filling out and spilling over the 

sides of the barrels. 

 Club members showed their talent when they 

created a replica of the town flower barrels for their 4th 

of July float, which took first place! Members, wearing 

flowered hats, were seated inside the barrel representing 

flowering plants. Walking alongside the float were two 

members ―dressed‖ as watering cans. 

ILGC is hosting the District IV Fall Meeting 

and Luncheon on Tuesday, October 4, at the Georgian 

Resort in Lake George. Michele Peters of Ambiance 

Florals & Events will give a flower arranging demon-

stration. Michele’s presentations are popular and we are 

sure attendees will enjoy her presentation. Invitations 

have been sent to club presidents.  Mark your calendars! 

—Pat Leonard, President 
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District IV Goes to Boston for 

“This Glorious Earth” 
District IV’s 2011 Bus Trip to WAFA’s  10th World Flower Show 

Photographs  

courtesy of  

Patricia Frazier 

and Ellen Collins 
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The World Association of Flower Arrangers (WAFA) presented its 10th World Flower Show ―This Glorious 

Earth‖ at the Seaport World Trade Center in Boston, Massachusetts, June 15–19, 2011, hosted by the USA for 

the first time. 

 

WAFA was founded in 1981 by Floral Art Societies representing fifteeen nations. Since its founding, sixteen 

other nations have joined. The USA is represented by two Floral Art Societies: Assembly of Flower Arrang-

ers (National Flower Arrangers and Creative Floral Arrangers of the Americas), a subsidiary of National Gar-

den Clubs, Inc., and Flower Arranging Study Group, a subsidiary of The Garden Club of America. 

 

The flower show was divided into thirty classes plus four classes in the Youth Division, with a total of 573 

exhibitors. In addition, thirty-one nations exhibited as Honorary International Exhibitors. WAFA Interna-

tional Show Rules governed, one of which is that plant material must predominate over all other components 

of the exhibit. All exhibitors demonstrated unusual creativity. 
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District IV Clubs 

Ballston Spa House & Garden Club 

www.BSHGC.org  

Carillon Garden Club 

www.TiconderogaGardenClub.org  

Glenville Hills Garden Club of Saratoga County 

www.glenvillehillsgardenclub.org 

Heritage Garden Club 

www.heritagegardenclub.org  

 

Indian Lake Garden Club 

www.indianlakegardenclub.org  

Katrina Trask Garden Club 

Lake George Community Garden Club 

www.lakegeorgecommunitygardenclub.org  

Schuylerville Garden Club 

www.schuylervillegardenclub.org  

District IV Calendar of Events 
 September 12–13 FGCNYS Fall Conference: “Creative Hands and Minds” 
   RIT Inn & Conference Center, 5257 West Henrietta Rd., Rochester 
 
September 15  Carillon Garden Club Annual Luncheon and Card Party,  11:30 a.m.  
   Hague Community Bldg., Rt. 8, Hague. Reservations necessary. 
 
September 27–29 Flower Show School, Course IV,  Oneida Cooperative Extension Bldg., Oriskany 
 
October 4      District IV Fall Meeting and Luncheon, The Georgian, Lake George, 
   9:15 (registration), 10:00 (meeting). Hosted by Indian Lake GC.  
 
October 7–8      Carillon Standard Flower Show, Hague Community Bldg., Rt. 8, Hague.  
  
October 26       District IV Board Meeting, Lake George Senior Center, Lake George, 
   9:30 (coffee), 10:00 (meeting) 

Autumn’s Blessings 

The Indian Lake Garden Club 

invites you to the 

Fall Meeting and Luncheon 

District IV 

Federated Garden Clubs of New York State 

 

Tuesday, October 4, 2011 

(Registration: 9:15 a.m.) 

The Georgian, Lake George 

Flower Arranging by Michele Peters of 

Ambiance Florals & Events 

Please send your club’s check no later than Sept. 21 

(along with names of attendees and their meal choices) 

payable to the Indian Lake Garden Club to: 
 

Mary Leonard 

P.O. Box 622 

Indian Lake, NY 12842-0622 
 

Menu selections:  

 Stuffed Chicken with apple raisin stuffing 

 Baked Salmon with lemon dill and shallot cream sauce 

 Vegetable Quiche 

Price: $25.00 
 

Ways & Means – Autumn Harvest Emporium 

Please bring your jams, jellies, pickles, relishes, etc., and 

baked goods 

http://www.BSHGC.org
http://www.TiconderogaGardenClub.org
http://www.glenvillehillsgardenclub.org
http://www.heritagegardenclub.org
http://www.indianlakegardenclub.org
http://www.lakegeorgecommunitygardenclub.org
http://www.schuylervillegardenclub.org

