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Message from District IV Director Judy Esposito  
 

We have had our dry spell, our rainy spell, and now it looks like it's 

leveling out.  Some of my plants and shrubs had not grown due to too 

much rain and not enough sun, but now they are starting to come back.  

I don't know about you, but I have marathon gardening days and then I 

sit back and enjoy!  Our member clubs are also busy with 'marathons', 

especially in the spring, so please make sure that you read up on all of 

the clubs’ activities.   

On May 5, 2015, the members of District IV came together for our Annual Spring Meeting and 

Luncheon where our new Board of Directors was installed.  Members heard reports from club 

presidents covering all of their club's activities.  Many of us are very busy contributing to the 

civic beautification of our communities and the associated fund raisers to finance these projects.  

I am clapping for you all!  

We have two clubs that are hosting and/or planning flower shows.  Recently, the Schuylerville 

Garden Club put on a wonderful show entitled "Home is Where the Heart Is" and I was so im-

pressed with the high level of club participation and organization of the event, as well as the 

community participation.  There were decorated doors, windows, tables and a horticultural 

show.  The Carillon Garden Club will be hosting a show in September.  I urge all club members 

to support these events, and you will be blessed by the beauty and creativity you will see in the 

designs.  The design and horticulture categories are open to members, and it's fun to try some-

thing new.   

As a district, we are trying to come up with another bus trip, and Barb Millington and Laurie 

Tompkins are working on this.  It is fun to go to places as a group with similar interests.  Laurie , 

Barb, and Pat Wania have also volunteered to plan the Central Atlantic Region (CAR) confer-

ence that will be held in the fall of 2016.  Thank you, ladies, for your time and effort with these 

programs.  District IV, along with several other districts, will be in charge of favors for the 
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meals at the convention.  We will need help and we will be sure to pass the necessary infor-

mation to all clubs in our district.   

As District Director, I have sent postcards to new members (see below).  So far, I have sent 

out seventeen postcards, and I plan to do this on a regular basis as I receive names from the 

presidents.  The District IV board committees have all been filled with a chairperson, and I 

thank the members who have stepped up to fill these positions.  As a chair, please remember 

that you need not be alone, so please fill your committee as needed and don't hesitate to con-

tact your Director.  I will be sending out the list of committees very shortly as well as an up-

dated District Directory.  

The awards listed on the following page were given out at the May 5th meeting.  Continue the 

great work in which you all have a part!  The District thanks Jackie Viestenz of the Carillon 

Garden Club for her work in preparing the awards.  All clubs are congratulated and recognized 

for your efforts! In addition, the Ballston Spa House & Garden Club was presented with a 60th 

Anniversary certificate.  Congratulations to this enduring and active club!                                           

Whatever you contribute to your club, you are an integral part of this district.  Whether it's a 

social event, digging weeds, or organizing events, you are important to the District and the 

communities you serve.  Please read the events of the clubs and feel pride in our district, as I 

do!  

                                                                      

- Judy Esposito, District IV Director 

 

 

.   
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FGCNYS awards 

Flower Show Schedule: 1st 

Place—Schuylerville for 

“Mother Nature’s Wardrobe” 

Standard Flower Show: 1st 

Place — Schuylerville for 

“Mother Nature’s Wardrobe” 

Press Book: 2nd Place Medium 

Club — Carillon 

District IV Awards 

Civic Concern and Improve-

ment: Ballston Spa, Carillon, 

Glenville Hills, Heritage, Lake 

George, Schuylerville 

Design Excellence: Liz Gee—

Schuylerville 

Horticulture Excellence: Shar-

lene Pendrak— Schuylerville 

Petite Design: Mary Herlt— 

Schuylerville 

Garden Therapy: Carillon, 

Glenville Hills, Heritage, 

Schuylerville 

Heartline: Ballston Spa, Caril-

lon, Glenville Hills, Heritage, 

Schuylerville 

Historic Preservation: Herit-

age, Schuylerville 
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District IV Annual Spring Meeting and Luncheon (May 5 2015) 

 

2015 –2017 District IV Presidents with FGCNYS President Pat Wania 

2015-2017 District IV Officers with FGCNYS President Pat Wania 

Presentation by David E. Siders 
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Ballston Spa House and Garden Club    
 

Club members rested after hosting the successful 

District IV Annual Spring Meeting on May 5.  

District IV officers for the 2015-2017 term were 

inducted.  Congratulations to Director Judy Espos-

ito (Ballston Spa), 1st Assistant Director Mary 

Dame (Ballston Spa), Recording Secretary Eliza-

beth Rossi (Heritage), Treasurer Barbara Milling-

ton (Ballston Spa), and Corresponding Secretary 

Martha Van Patten (Heritage).  David Siders of 

Experience & Creative Design, Ltd. in Schenec-

tady created spectacular floral designs which were 
given to raffle winners.  The creative luncheon ta-

ble centerpieces, crafted of wood and filled with 

pansies, made by Ballston Spa club member Barb 

Fasake and her husband Peter, were taken home by 

one lucky person at each table.   

It was a busy month of June for the club!  Club 

members partnered with the Ballston Spa Public 

Library on June 10 to present story time to 15 pre-

school children and their parents/grandparents.  

The club donated two garden-themed children’s 

books to the library, and club members read them 

out loud to the children.  Afterwards, club mem-

bers assisted the group in making a butterfly from 

clothespins and coffee filters, and a sunflower pic-

ture decorated with crepe paper.  Tree planting day 

at Kelley Park occurred on June 12, with club 

members planting a seven foot redbud tree and a 

redbud tree sapling.  Additional redbud saplings 

are growing in pots awaiting transplant when they 

are bigger.  In addition, maintenance work and 

planting were done throughout the month at the 

club’s gardens surrounding the library and at the 

Jim Tedisco Fitness Trail, and will continue 

throughout the summer.   

 

 

 

 

Club members visited the 

King’s Garden at Fort Ticon-

deroga on July 9.  The flowers 

were in full bloom in the gar-

den designed in the Colonial 

Revival style.  In addition, the 

garrison gardens were filled 

with vegetables and a large se-

lection of beautiful flowers 

grew there as well. A lovely 

lunch in Ticonderoga completed the day.                    

                         - Pamela Relyea, Correspondent 

 
Carillon Garden Club   
              

The Carillon Garden Club held their annual Card 

and Game Party on June 18.  The club members 

catered the event with many salads, sliced turkey 

and ham.  Stewart's Shops donated a “Make Your 

Own Sundae” for the dessert.  Everyone who at-

tended had a great time.   

Members in Hague and Ticonderoga have been 

busy planting annuals to beautify the communities.  

They have been weeding gardens in between rain 

storms, which has been a challenge! 

The July meeting featured Valerie Cleary's program 

on floral design.  Valerie always gives an inspiring 

program.  Her demonstration included examples of 

floral design that will be useful for the club’s Sep-

tember flower show entitled “Let the Games 

Begin”.  The flower show will be held on Septem-

ber 25 from 2-4 pm, and September 26 from noon-

4pm.  Any garden club member may enter a floral 

design.   

In August, Phoebe Hunt-Fontaine will present a 

program on “Interpreting the Schedule”.  The club 

will be having a picnic that day at a member's 

home. 

                                 - Jackie Viestenz, President 
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Glenville Hills Garden Club 
 

Club members were pleased to welcome Judy Es-

posito, new District IV Director, at the April 

luncheon at the Cock n’ Bull Restaurant in Galway 

to install the newly elected officers.  

 

Early in May, club 

members had a field 

trip to Albany’s Tulip 

Festival. What a spec-

tacular display! 

 

Phyllis Sleeper and Darby Neahr organized the 

Galway town cleanup in mid-May.  With the help 

of Galway’s sixth-

grade students, teach-

ers, parents and club 

members, flower 

beds throughout the 

town were weeded, 

raked, planted and 

watered in prepara-

tion for the Memorial 

Day parade festivities. The proceeds from the 

club’s Memorial Day Plant and Pie Sale, along 

with a grant from a local trust, will enable the club 

to send four seventh-graders from the Galway 

school district to Camp Colby this year. 

In June, members celebrated summer with a pot-

luck luncheon at a member’s home on Galway 

Lake. 

A tour of  an English garden at Saint Ambrose 

Church in Latham will be an inspiring field trip for 

July. 

The club’s September meeting will be spent as-

sembling centerpieces and planning for hostessing 

the District IV Fall Meeting at the Great Escape 

Lodge in Queensbury on October 6.   Club mem-

bers look forward to having a great attendance as 

everyone will enjoy the surrounding fall colors. 

The speaker, Tim Boebel, will discuss growing 

prolifically blossoming hydrangeas.   

                                  - Lenore Lanka, Co-President 

 

Heritage Garden Club 
 

Much time and effort is being spent by club mem-

bers on two of the Saratoga Springs gardens that 

the Heritage Garden club maintains - the Saratoga 

Visitor Center Memorial Garden and the Gideon 

Putnam Burying Grounds gardens. Both of these 

gardens were part of the Saratoga Soroptomists 

Secret Garden Tour on July 12.  The members 
were very proud to have this opportunity to show 

off their efforts from over the last several years. 

May was a busy month for the club! The club held 

its annual Spring Luncheon on May 11 at the Sara-

toga National Golf Club.  In addition to a lovely 

lunch, the members greatly enjoyed Carol 

McCarthy’s presentation and pictures of "The 

Great and the Gracious" mansions on Lake 

George's Millionaires Row. Also in May, a garden 

therapy event was held for residents of Woodlawn 

Commons in which they potted up pansies with 

help from several club members and led by 

Heather Cushing. Lastly in May, several club 

members participated in an annual fund-raiser 

while planting annuals at a North Broadway home. 

It was a good time, and money was earned for the 

club. 

An informative program in June about the beauti-

ful Rose Garden in Schenectady Central Park was 

presented by David Gade of the Rose Garden Res-

toration Committee.  Mr. Gade showed his great 

photographs and told about the rehabilitation of 

the Rose Garden. 

Members dug up and potted their perennials in 

preparation for the annual plant sale on June 

20.  Some of the members also made clever garden 

decorations to sell. 

An important club sponsored event occurred on 

July 6, the annual barbeque for the residents of 
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Woodlawn Commons.  This has become a very 

popular event for the club members as well as for 

the residents.  Hot dogs and hamburgers were 

cooked on the grill and served with all the fixings, 

plus chips and homemade salads and desserts. 

September will see the members happily gathering 

for a pot luck luncheon on September 14 at the 

usual meeting location, Woodlawn Commons.  In 

October, the members will be hearing about the 

family dairy business as it keeps current with tech-

nology, the economy and the market from Jean 

Peck of Welcome Stock Farm in Northumberland. 

                      - Martha Van Patten, Correspondent 

 

 
Lake George Community Garden Club  
 

Club members visited the Wilton Wildlife Pre-

serve east of Saratoga Springs in June to see the 

beautiful Karner blue butterflies winging through 

the fields of lupine in bloom.  A second hatching 

of these butterflies occurs in 

early July and, although the 

lupine blooms are gone by 

then, this batch lays eggs on 

the base of the plants to 

overwinter.  The eggs will 

hatch next May and feed on 

the new blooms.  It's well 

worth a visit to this lovely preserve which also has 

extensive trails for walking and a pond for aquatic 

life viewing. 

The club’s annual Salad and Dessert Luncheon at 

a home in Cleverdale was held on July 15.  Mem-

bers contributed food and beverages for this pot-

luck meal.  All of the club’s monthly programs are 

open to the public, and this one is especially popu-

lar.  The club meets at 1PM on the third Wednes-

day of each month, usually at the Senior Citizen 

Center of Lake George, and welcomes new mem-

bers interested in all phases of home gardening 

and its allied art.  Interested persons may contact 

club President Charlanne McDonough at 518-792-

3363. 

On August 19, a club member is opening her home 

on Trout Lake for a club tour and brown bag 

lunch. Club members are looking forward to this 

event.  Another special program in August will be 

a tour of the Fanny Cap Farms in Fort Edward.  

Club members plan to enjoy the extensive gardens 

and many varieties of day lilies.  

Future programs include the Lake George Associa-

tion's Floating Classroom,  a workshop painting 

flowers on rocks, and creating long-lasting indoor 

terrariums.  

                      - Nancy Boericke, Correspondent 

 
Schuylerville Garden Club  
 
Eager for spring and summer, the club held its an-

nual plant sale on May 9 at Fort Hardy.  This is a 

major fund raiser for the club and was a success, 

as usual! 

At the May meeting, Liz Gee and Phoebe Hunt-

Fontaine demonstrated two designs featured at the 

July 11-12 club flower show. Club members chal-

lenged themselves with "Exhibition Table" and 

"Creative Design" as demonstrated and added 

their own creativity. The theme of the flower show 

was "Home is Where The Heart Is".  (Pictures and 

awards from the flower show will be in the next 

issue of the Garden Gate.) 

The June meeting was extra special. The club was 

honored by the National Park Service for 20 years 

of weeding and tending the herb garden at the 

Schuyler House. Gina Johnson and rangers Bill 

Valosin and Megan Stevens gave tours of the 

house and discussed women’s clothing of the peri-

od. 

Future meetings will find the club exploring hy-

droponic gardening and creating terrariums. 

                        - Sharlene Pendrak, Correspondent 
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District IV Clubs 

Heritage Garden Club 

www.heritagegardenclub.org  

Lake George Community Garden Club 

www.lakegeorgecommunitygardenclub.org  

Schuylerville Garden Club 

www.schuylervillegardenclub.org 

Ballston Spa House & Garden Club 

www.bshgc.org  

Carillon Garden Club 

www.facebook.com/carillongc 

Glenville Hills Garden Club of Saratoga County 

www.glenvillehillsgardenclub.org 

 

District IV Calendar of Events 

September 23 District IV Fall Board Meeting, 9:30AM, Lake George Senior Center  

September 25-26 Carillon Flower Show “Let the Games Begin” , Hague Community Center  

September 28-30 FGCNYS Fall Meeting, The Grand Hotel, Poughkeepsie 

October 6  District IV Fall Meeting & Luncheon, 9:30 AM, Great Escape Lodge, Lake 

George.  Hosted by Glenville Hills Garden Club.  $30 due September 15.  Details forthcom-

ing soon.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ballston Spa House and Garden Club 

cordially invites you to celebrate its 60th anniversary 

1:00 PM 

September 13, 2015 

Ballston Spa Country Club 

Route 67, Ballston Spa, NY 

 

$22.00 each 

Respond by August 31, 2015 

Contact Barbara Millington at: bmillington@nycap.rr.com 

518-587-3085 

 

http://www.heritagegardenclub.org
http://www.lakegeorgecommunitygardenclub.org
http://www.schuylervillegardenclub.org
http://www.BSHGC.org
http://www.glenvillehillsgardenclub.org

