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Director’s Message 
 

H 
appy New Year! As this Director looks back over the 

past nine months she is so proud of the hard work, 

dedication, and extensive volunteer service exhibited 

by this District’s clubs and individual members. As we look for-

ward to a new year, I think it is important to see where we have 

been. 

We have planned, planted, maintained, and refurbished gardens throughout 

our communities, instilling beautification and awareness of the place we call home. 

We marched in parades celebrating our clubs and our communities. We raised 

money and collected food and clothing donations to be distributed to those less for-

tunate. We prepared meals and organized teas and holiday celebrations. We offered 

garden therapy crafts for the senior/nursing homes in our communities. We pro-

vided gifts to those who otherwise would have none. We volunteered our time and 

resources working with children to teach and encourage them to become active 

stewards of our planet. We planned or attended flower shows that exhibited our Dis-

trict’s creativity and love of flowers and form. We coordinated and participated in 

events to celebrate and remember the fallen, the prisoners of war, and the missing in 

action, and to honor those who have served and are serving this great nation’s 

armed services. We took time to reward ourselves as we ran through the raindrops 

at the Montreal Biodome & Botanical Gardens. We worked hard to beautify our 

community. Our nails are dirty and broken, our backs sore, and our minds weary, 

and we wouldn’t have it any other way! 

I sincerely thank you for all you have done. I am amazed by you and look 

forward to the New Year!                                             —Laurene Tompkins, Director  
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District News 
 

 

Wildflower Walk: Cole’s Woods, May 2 
This year’s Wildflower Walk will take place on May 2, 2014, at 10 a.m.; the rain date is May 5. The 

walk will be held at Cole’s Woods, off of Crandall Park in Glens Falls and will be led by our usual 

great leader, Jackie Donnelly. We will plan to see such wildflowers as: Wild Columbine, Trout Lily, 

Trillium, Lady’s Slipper, Wild Ginger, Hepatica, and Jack-in-the-Pulpit. Directions to the woods will 

be coming in the spring issue of the Garden Gate and from club presidents. If you have questions, con-

tact Martha Van Patten at gmvan6@aol.com. 

—Martha VanPatten, District IV Wildflower Chairman 

 

Annual Trip: Longwood Gardens, June 2–3 
Get ready for this year’s adventure! We will be traveling to Longwood Gardens in Kennett Square, PA. 

Leaving on Monday, June 2, the bus will pick you up at Queensbury and Wilton. The first stop will be 

at the New Jersey Botanical Gardens at Skylands. This lovely garden is located in Ringwood, NJ. After 

lunch on our own, the bus will take us to the Hilton Garden Inn at Kennett Square. We will dine at the 

hotel and have breakfast the next morning before going to Longwood Gardens. A full day will be spent 

at the gardens. Lunch will be on our own at one of the cafes on the grounds. From Longwood we will 

head home with a stop for dinner on our own. Details and registration forms have been sent to your 

club president. This will be first come first served. There are 55 seats available; we need a minimum of 

35 to make the trip feasible. Rooms are singles & doubles only. I’m looking forward to seeing you 

again this year for a fun trip! 

—Barb Millington, District IV Travel Coordinator 

 

World Gardening: Water for Sudan 
Despite the political turmoil in South Sudan right now, the Water for Sudan spokesperson in Rochester 

remains “cautiously optimistic” about the project. Thanks to the early spring, drilling started in No-

vember this year and as of the sixth of January, ten wells had been completed. Each well supplies wa-

ter for at least 1,000 and perhaps as many as 2,500 people. The spokesperson tells me that South Sudan 

is about the size of Texas, and the drilling team is far from any hostilities. Their work has been pro-

gressing without problems, and they feel safe. The office is monitoring the situation very closely and is 

in contact with the State Department and the UN to keep posted on the latest developments.    

The team on the ground in South Sudan is committed to keep drilling. I hope we will remain 

committed to supporting their important work.   

—Catherine Caine, District IV World Gardening Chairman 

 

 

District IV Garden Club Members, 

 It is with great regret that I must report the Indian Lake Garden Club’s resignation from the Federated 

Garden Clubs of New York State effective January 1, 2014.   

The departure of Indian Lake Garden Club is a bittersweet event.While their absence will be felt at 

future District functions, their friendships and memories will live on. I would like to thank Pat and Mary 

Leonard who have dedicated so many years to their club, community, and this District. They and their club 

members will be sorely missed. I wish them health, happiness, and continued success in all their future en-

deavors.  

—Laurene A. Tompkins, District IV Director 

mailto:gmvan6@aol.com
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Ballston Spa House and Garden Club                   
In late October 2013, club members announced an 

expansion to the Pink Garden at the Ballston Spa 

Public Library. The rear garden of the library was 

cleared of debris and dead plants, and shrubs in 

good condition were repositioned according to the 

garden plan created by Brookside Nursery man-

ager Stacy Simmons.  Helping in this effort was a 

team of five Navy personnel of the Naval Support 

Activities Unit in Milton, led by Captain David 

Chapman, husband of club member Cheri Chap-

man. Brookside 

Nursery also 

made a gener-

ous discount on 

plants to be 

purchased in 

the spring and 

M a n g i n o ' s 

C h e v r o l e t /

Buick made 

a cash donation toward that purchase. Springtime 

will see more activity to enhance and improve this 

area.  

Club members held a brief ceremony at noon 

on Saturday, December 14, at the Ball-

ston Spa Veterans Memorial Park to honor Amer-

ica’s veterans as part of the National Wreaths 

Across America program.   

The club’s January meetings (one a.m. and one 

p.m.) featured a grocery store flower challenge led 

by Master Gardener and FGCNYS flower show 

judge Steve Brown. This was a fun activity in 

which Steve challenged club members by creating 

arrangements using store-bought flowers with odd 

home objects for planters. Voting for the slate of 

officers for the 2014–15 year also occurred at 

these meetings. The February meeting will be 

highlighted by the installation of newly elected 

officers. On February 6, club members will assist 

residents of the Highpointe at Malta Senior Apart-

ment Complex in a floral craft. Participants are 

approximately 65–90 years of age. The March 

meeting will feature a presentation by Susan 

Beebe, Master Gardener of the Cornell Coopera-

tive Extension, who will discuss growing annuals 

and perennials from seeds with a focus on the re-

quired soil, water, and sun needed to plant seed-

lings outdoors in May.  

—Pam Relyea, Correspondent 

Carillon Garden Club 
 The Carillon Garden Club has, once again, 

had a whirlwind fall and pre-winter season! Club 

members continue to be dedicated to club activi-

ties and community events. 

 September started the process for the club’s 

main fundraiser: the selling of wreaths in 4 sizes, 

plain or decorated, as well as kissing balls. More 

than 300 were sold and then distributed later in 

November. The Youth Committee also sold ever-

green sprays to finance their many activities. 

 In October members visited the Heritage 

Commons adult home in Ticonderoga to help resi-

dents make fresh floral arrangements. More than 

20 residents participated with the help of 12 club 

members. Beautiful fresh flowers such as zinnias, 

snap dragons, asters, delphinium, and other fall 

materials were donated by the Kings Garden at 

Fort Ticonderoga to make over 30 arrangements 

that were displayed throughout the facility. Mem-

bers and residents all agreed that they hope to re-

peat this activity next fall if not sooner. Goodies 

were also enjoyed by all after the workshop. 

 December found club members enjoying 

the Holiday in Hague event with a booth set up for 

children to purchase and wrap gifts for their family 

members. Fresh Balsam centerpieces were made in 

the fifth grade with the help of club members. The 

arrangements were then used at a Senior Citizens’ 

dinner put on by the Kiwanis Club. Small fresh 

evergreen arrangements were also made with the 

kindergarten classes later in the month. 

 The club’s annual reception and gift to the 

community after the Champlain Valley Choral 

Concert, “Holiday Magic,” was well received by 

everyone. Members displayed beautiful seasonal 

arrangements and provided tasty sandwiches and 

goodies for all to enjoy. The annual Festival of 

Trees at the local museum also saw member Susan 

Darrin’s transformation of the club’s tree into a 

gorgeous peacock 

display.  Other 

m em b er s  a l s o 

brightened up the 

holidays with deco-

rations on special 

trees at the local 

library and nursing 

home. The club en-
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joyed a festive holiday luncheon in December and 

was happy to welcome District Director Laurene 

Tompkins, who installed the club’s officers. The 

club also honored our nation’s veterans by placing 

a wreath at the Blue Star Memorial near the Crown 

Point Bridge. 

 Looking ahead, club members will be plan-

ning a flower show for September as well as many 

interesting programs and activities. Carillon Gar-

den Club is also planning the District IV Spring 

Meeting and Luncheon scheduled for Tuesday, 

April 29, at the Great Escape Lodge. Please put 

this date on your calendars now and plan to come. 

—Betty Rettig, Co-President 

 

Lake George Community Garden Club 
Members of the Lake George Community Garden 

Club had a delightful luncheon at the District IV 

meeting on October 7. It was a glorious day to be 

at the Fort William Henry facility in Lake George.  

 For the October meeting, club members 

enjoyed another wonderful luncheon. This time, 

the club went to the BOCES facility near Hudson 

Falls. The tables were elegantly set, and the meal 

was served by students in the culinary program at 

the school. Following lunch, Chef Charles Jones 

gave tips on cooking with herbs: a great way to 

liven up flavors without adding extra salt or sugar. 

 In November the club donated a decorated 

tree, “A Cardinal Christmas,”  to the Festival of 

Trees in Glens Falls. Each year the committee tries 

to come up with an attractive, Adirondack theme. 

Several members also contributed individual cen-

terpieces. The festival is a benefit held every year 

to raise money for the Prospect School, a school 

for children with special needs. 

 Club mem-

bers also decorated 

s i x t e e n  g r e e n 

wreaths, which were 

donated to public 

places in the Lake 

George area. The 

C a l d w e l l – L a k e 

George Library hung their wreath on the front door. 

 In December, the club held its 

luncheon at the Log Jam restaurant and a 

small group of women created candle-

holder centerpieces using candle adapt-

ers and 1" taper candle holders that were 

available at the club’s spring plant sale. 

The set-ups were so popular more are 

being obtained for members and, per-

haps, some will be left over to sell at the next plant 

sale on May 17 in Shepard’s Park in Lake George. 

—Nancy Boericke, Correspondent 

 
Glenville Hills Garden Club 
With the growing season ended and home gardens 

prepared for a long winter’s nap, club members 

spent time reaching out to the community. Fall was 

a time to provide environmental education, to create 

beauty in public spaces, to share some holiday 

cheer, and to pay tribute to dedicated club and com-

munity members. 

Forty-three people turned out for the club’s 

public outreach program on invasive plants and in-

sects, held at the Galway Town Hall in October. 

Laurel Gailor, Agricultural and Natural Resource 

Coordinator, was the speaker. Before her presenta-

tion, two school students shared their experiences 

from a week spent at the DEC’s Camp Colby under 

sponsorship of the garden club. 

 Late November was the time for decorating 

the gazebo in the Galway Village Park. In the past, 

garlands were purchased from a local supplier. This 

year two of the club’s newest members, Darby 

Neahr and Sue Wemple, volunteered to learn how 

to use twine and wire, greens and dried materials to 

make the garlands. They created a 45-foot length of 

balsam, white pine, and red osier dogwood expertly 

fused together. Snowflakes and red bows completed 

the design.  

 At a workshop in November led by Lyn 
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Judges’ Corner 

Flower Arranging for All 

The year 2014 marks the start of the new Judges’ Council flower arranging demon-
strations and workshops for District IV garden clubs. Details were given to club 
presidents at the October board meeting. Demonstrations and workshops will be 
tailored to suit the needs of each individual club and take place as programs during 
regular garden club meetings.  

Club presidents/program chairmen should contact Judges Council Chairman Liz 
Gee to schedule these programs: egee1@nycap.rr.com or (518) 461–8051. 

Liuzzo, members created 37 centerpieces in holiday 

mugs, each filled with greens, dried materials, orna-

ments and ribbons. These were delivered to Meals 

on Wheels recipients and others who are house-

bound as well as to members of Galway Senior 

Citizens and residents in nursing homes. 

 The club’s annual holiday celebration, held 

at the home of Mari and John Fettke, was a time to 

honor two members for their exemplary service to 

the club and the Galway community, most notably 

for their design, creation, and stewardship of the 

garden at the Galway post office. Beautification 

committee members Sue VanOmmeren and Lynn 

Kindinger were awarded the State Book of Recog-

nition. Members and guests were treated to a deli-

cious roast pork dinner with all the trimmings, pre-

pared and served by club member Nancy Caparulo 

and her daughter. 

 Fall edged into winter and the club re-

sponded with enthusiasm to a call to participate in 

the Wreaths Across America event. On Saturday, 

December 14, members laid wreaths at five veter-

ans’ memorials in the greater Galway community. 

Additionally, they chose the grave of one soldier, in 

remembrance and honor of all who had made the 

ultimate sacrifice for their country and community. 

A wreath was placed at the marker for Alexander 

Shoutis in the West Charlton Cemetery. Shoutis, a 

twenty-year-old, was lost in the South Pacific in 

1944 when his plane exploded in midair. Club 

members, friends, and neighbors gathered at each 

of the sites to reflect on the valor and sacrifices of 

those who had fought to preserve their communi-

ties.  

—Arlene Rhodes, President 
 

Heritage Garden Club 

The Heritage Garden Club members have had the 

holiday spirit in large quantities this year. Early in 

December they helped the residents of Enriched 

Living at Woodlawn Commons decorate small 

Christmas trees and wreaths to use outside the 

doors to their apartments.   

On December 9 the club held its annual 

holiday party at the Vista Restaurant in Clifton 

Park. Members arrived loaded down with bags 

and bags of gifts. These went into many larger 

bags and boxes which were given to the residents 

of the Shelters of Saratoga as Christmas gifts, 22 

residents of Maplewood Manor, the Saratoga 

County Nursing Home, and to some needy chil-

dren who received hats and mittens to keep them 

warm. 

The year 2014 will see the club learning 

about agriculture in Saratoga County and its im-

portance there, and about the Schuylerville Lilac 

Initiative. Members will enjoy one of their favor-

ite activities: eating food prepared by other mem-

bers (we are good cooks!) at the annual pot luck 

luncheon in February. In June the club will meet 

mailto:egee1@nycap.rr.com
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at the Memorial Garden at the Saratoga 

Springs Visitor Center to hear an informative 

presentation on “Transatlantic Transplants” given 

by Master Gardener Kathleen Royko. 

During these cold winter months, the 

members of the three garden committees will be 

thinking about and planning for the beautiful 

flowers and plants they want to see growing in 

the gardens next summer. This will be made pos-

sible by a grant from the Solomon Trust, which is 

appreciated very much. 

—Martha VanPatten, Correspondent 

 
Schuylerville Garden Club 
Baby, it’s cold outside, and isn’t it wonderful to 

curl up on the sofa with a cuddly blanket, a cup 

of hot chocolate, and a seed catalog? Then it’s 

time to get to work!   

Club members placed a wreath on the 

Blue Star Memorial on Route 4 South of Schuy-

lerville at noon on December 14 and also placed 

one at the Town of Saratoga Volunteers Park in 

the Village. It has been so windy that members 

have to check periodically to be sure the wreaths 

are still in place. This was part of the Wreaths 

Across America project.   

At the SGC Christmas party the winner 

of the club’s 2014 flower show theme contest 

was announced, and planning committee mem-

bers are excited about filling in blanks in the 

schedule and arranging for District IV judges to 

teach members the finer points for success 

in creating the designs selected. It’s also time to 

choose the challenge planting project, and many 

SGC members are anxious to try anything but 

lettuce. 

In January yearbook committee members 

are working to put together a year full of inter-

esting programs. Also, the beautification com-

mittee will be checking with local nurseries and 

ordering plants for the village and town plant-

ings. 

SGC is looking for a student to sponsor 

at DEC camp, hoping to be prepared for the 

January 22 registration day this year.  

Schuylerville Garden Club is saddened 

by the departure of Indian Lake Garden Club 

from FGCNYS District IV. We have enjoyed 

working with the  club members, and will miss 

them at District IV and State functions. 

—Kathy Turcotte, President 

 

 

District IV  
Spring Meeting and 

Luncheon 
 

Hosted by Carillon Garden Club 
 

Tuesday, April 29, 2014 
 

Great Escape Lodge 
89 Six Flags Dr. 
Queensbury, NY  

 

Social Time 9:30 am 
General Meeting 10 am 

Lunch Noon 
Program 1:30 pm 

 
Program 

Valerie Cleary  
“Creative Designs for the Home” 

 

Meal Selections 
Pine-nut Encrusted Chicken with 

Pesto Cream Sauce 
Herb-Encrusted Pork Loin with 

Apple Chutney 
Tri-Colored Cheese Tortellini with Roasted 

Red Pepper Cream Sauce 

 
Cost:  $28 

Deadline for reservations is 
April 18, 2014 
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District IV Clubs Recognize 

National Wreaths Across America Day 
Saturday, December 14, 2013 

On December 14 at exactly noon at more than 850 sites nationally and overseas, a moment 

of silence was held. Simple wreaths were laid to symbolize our honor to those who have 

served and are serving in the armed forces of our nation and to their families who endure sacri-

fices every day on our behalf. The ceremonies were held at noon to coincide with the laying 

of wreaths at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldiers at Arlington National Cemetery. This tradi-

tion dates back to 1992 and occurs annually. District IV clubs were proud to participate. 
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Ballston Spa House & Garden Club 

www.BSHGC.org  

Carillon Garden Club 

www.facebook.com/carillongc 

Glenville Hills Garden Club of Saratoga County 

www.glenvillehillsgardenclub.org 

 

 

 

Heritage Garden Club 

www.heritagegardenclub.org  

Lake George Community Garden Club 

www.lakegeorgecommunitygardenclub.org  

Schuylerville Garden Club 

www.schuylervillegardenclub.org  

District IV Calendar of Events 
 

May 8–9 FGCNYS Annual Meeting, Desmond Hotel, Albany, NY 

 

April 23 District IV Board Meeting, Lake George Senior Center, Lake George, NY, 9:30 a.m.  

  (coffee); 10 a.m. (meeting) 

 

April 29 District IV Spring Meeting and Luncheon, Great Escape Lodge, Queensbury, NY, 9:30 a.m. 

Garden Therapy Fall 2013 District Meeting 

District IV Clubs 

http://www.BSHGC.org
http://www.glenvillehillsgardenclub.org
http://www.heritagegardenclub.org
http://www.lakegeorgecommunitygardenclub.org
http://www.schuylervillegardenclub.org

