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Message from District IV Director Charlanne McDonough
Dear District IV Members,
It looks like we survived the rainy, cloudy, and hot summer. Thankfully,
we sell hardy plants at our plant sales that can flourish in difficult
conditions! Now, the coolness is upon us while we are busy with holiday
planning and attending events in our communities.
In July, this director toured the 26th Annual Secret Garden Tour,
sponsored by the Soroptimist International of Saratoga County. The selfguided tour included a dozen gardens in Saratoga Springs, Ballston Spa,
and Schuylerville. The landscapes, sculpture, and water features were spectacular. The day ended in Ballston
Spa at tour participant, Christine Burghart’s home with a delicious dinner. Christine is a member of The
Ballston Spa House and Garden Club. Save the date for next year - July 10, 2022. It is an event not to miss!
Dates in January and February are scheduled for FGCNYS Schools via Zoom. Gardening Study Course IV,
will be held January 11-14, 2022 and Environmental School Course III will be held February 1-4, 2022.
Please signup and enjoy the courses from the computer in your living room.
DEC has announced the Summer Environmental Education Camp will resume in 2022. Registration opens
March 6, 2022. Camp Colby in Saranac Lake; Camp DeBruce in Livingston Manor; Camp Rushmore in
Caneadea; and Camp Pack Forest in Warrensburg will offer one week programs for children ages 14-17.
More information will be forthcoming.
As all clubs are preparing for the new year and program planning for the new 2022-2023 yearbooks, this
director wishes members in district IV a healthy and happy new year. This director is looking forward to a
productive, educational and fun filled new season of gardening and community involvement.
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Glenville Hills Garden Club of Saratoga
www.glenvillehillsgardenclub.org

Our Plant and Pie Sale was held June 12th at
Galway's Outdoor Pavilion. It was a great sold out
success as the location next to our soccer fields drew
parents who took a
break from
watching their
c h i l d r e n ' s
activities. Also, it
was under cover,
eliminating the
need to set up
tents. Convenient
parking was
available as well!
Into the Woods Farm field trip later in June provided
members with the opportunity to commune with
nature and one another on a deep woods walk with
the farm's goats.
At the end of June,
members gathered for a
summer celebration with
a potluck picnic at Nancy
Caparulo's lovely home
and gardens. We enjoyed
the time to relax and
reminisce about the past
and outline upcoming
programs over a delicious
meal. A potential future
member, 6 month old
Annabelle, was
introduced by her mom, Leslie Larson!
What is better
than Blueberries
in July?! Star
F a r m
Blueberries in
Galway is a
h i d d e n
destination offering a bountiful harvest of organic

Summer/Fall 2021 (2)
blueberries all summer long. Members had fun
finding special shrubs offering tasty blueberries and
all we had to do was pick them. Ready picked are
available as well.
A tour of Pitney
M e a d o w s
Community
Farm on West
Av e n u e i n
S a r a t o g a
Springs was our
A u g u s t
adventure. The
farm had been in the Pitney family since 1862, It
was purchased by the Open Space Fund for $1.13
million to protect the open space homestead from
development. Their goal is to demonstrate operation
of an organic farm using sustainable agricultural
methods to grow food to share with the community.
Volunteers to work the gardens are welcome.
Flowers and vegetable are available for purchase.
Septembers meeting took place at Bob's Trees Lodge
in Galway. Stacey Simmons presented a program on
flowering shrubs.
Artist Sara
B e s t
guided
members
for the
October
Program in
a step-bystep painting of a Sunflower.
Autumn clean up of our Galway garden sites took
place in mid October by member volunteers.
In November, We met at the West Charlton Fire
House for a presentation by Donna Townsend, owner
of Sweet Briar Flower Shop in Galway. She led us in
a workshop to create small arrangements, which will
be donated to shut-ins.
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Early December will find members and their guests
at Donna Zelanko's home for a “Holiday Gathering”
where we will exchange greetings of the season.
On December 11th, our annual Wreaths for Veterans
will take place at six local sites where families of
veterans and local residents will join members as
wreaths are placed to pay respect to those who
served. This prayer will be recited at all sites: “We
lay this wreath as a tribute to the armed offices of
America. From the Revolutionary War to present
day conflicts, our veterans are devoted sons and
daughters, fathers and mothers, sisters and
brothers. They come from all backgrounds in life to
place their lives on the line for our freedom. We
honor you and thank you.”
Lenore Lanka, Correspondent

Lake George Community Garden Club
www.lakegeorgecommunitygardenclub.org
In July the
meeting was
held at the
beautiful
home of Kim
Cavarretta’s
on Assembly
P o i n t . We
brought a bag lunch and enjoyed socializing with
each other after our business meeting.
We enjoyed another bag lunch in September at our
new meeting location at Harrisena Center. The room
is bigger and the parking is
extensive. Lois Geshiwlm, owner
of Wild Birds Unlimited Nature
Shop in Wilton, presented a
program at the October meeting
on how to prepare our property
for the birds during winter. To
start, we learned four important

points to keep our birds coming back to the yard all
year: provide food, water, shelter and a place to raise
young. Lois also brought items to sell.

We held a fall plant sale at the home of recently
deceased member, Eileen Ruel. Eileen’s husband,
Roger has started to make the extensive gardens
more manageable by digging up areas and planting
grass. Our club members potted all the plants and
had a sale in the front yard. Roger announced he will
continue digging in the spring for our next sale! The
day was filled with happy memories mixed with our
loss. The highlight was a visit from members of The
Ballston Spa House and Garden Club.
The members gathered in
November for
the Greens
Workshop. Seventeen wreaths
were decorated and will be
delivered to Post Offices, Fire
Houses, Libraries, and Nursing
Homes in the community after
Thanksgiving. Also in
November, members submitted
three 4 foot trees, 15 centerpieces and several
wreaths and kissing balls to the Annual North
Country Festival of Trees. The “Club Tree” was one
of the initial sales on the first day of the festival.
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The FGCNYS and the Lake George Community
Garden Club wish you and your loved ones a joyous
holiday season on a happy new year!

- Charlanne McDonough, District IV Director and
President LGCGC

Schuylerville Garden Club
www.schuylervillegardenclub.org

July meeting was held at Lot 32 Greenwich We
toured the gardens and voted on the best
coleus plant
members raised
as a challenge.
Leona
was
awarded best of
show at the
August meeting.
We have heard about Wild thing Nursery and
may do a field trip there in the future.
August 11th the club met at Leona Brownell's
home to share favorite garden tools (some
brought theirs). They varied from gloves shovels
to husbands. Leona and
the refreshment
committee provided a lovely lunch and after
discussing our tools we had time to enjoy
Leona's lovely gardens. Also in august, a group
of members went to the Washington Co Fair to
view the 22 (yes) exhibits Marge Shostak
exhibited. She received best of show. We knew
she would. She is our go-to
person for exhibit ideas.
September say the group set sail
on the Mohawk Maiden Paddle
wheel boat at lock 5
Schuylerville. Captain Maria at
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the wheel while Mike Biekkie
narrated history of he area and
folk lore.
October meeting was held at
Saratoga Apple (keeping with
out door events) After a tour
of the
facility and the coolers we
saw pressing cider and of
course had a taste or two.
We also learned how to trim
our backyard fruit trees.
the club will meet in Burton
Hall Easton on Nov. 10 to
make a table decoration
from a real or artificial pumpkin and agrawool.
Erin Luciani from Lot 32 will be our instructor.
We plan a Christmas luncheon at Long Fellows
in December.
Hoping every on is safe and healthy.
flakes will come soon.

Snow

- Sharlene Pendrak, Correspondent

Sacandaga Garden Club
http://sacandagagardens.blogspot.com/
Our Club met on June 3rd at member, Shirl
Doherty’s home to make flower arrangements. We
were able to have our plant sale on June 5th. We had
to change locations due to COVID-19 but still were
very successful.
Our Club met again on Janet Mitchell's beach to do
soil testing. The testing was led by our master
gardeners, Cindy Close, Ellen Taylor and Peggy
Elmendorf.
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We had our annual flower show on June 29th at
Northville Library.
Many of our members gathered on July 15th to tour
five of our members gardens.
Our members got together on
October 13th to prepare pumpkins for
our annual fall luncheon. Our
luncheon was held on October 14th at
Hales Mills Golf Course with a
Halloween theme.
The Club gathered on October 21st to prepare
Christmas gifts for a nursing home. The workshop
was led by Donna Frederick.
We plan on meeting on
December 9th to make a
wreath for the blue star
marker and wreaths for our
members.
The last meeting of the year
will be our Christmas Party on
December 16th.
Due to COVID-19 we have been gathering outside if
possible and haven't booked any speakers. The Club
wanted to continue meeting thru the winter, but due
to the virus we may have to wait until spring.
- Janet Mitchell, President

The Ballston Spa House and Garden Club

visited member gardens every two weeks. What
heaven. Shade gardens, sunny gardens, newly
installed gardens, butterfly gardens, etc. It was most
interesting to see how gardens have grown from last
year's visits. New plants installed, plants removed or
relocated. Never done.
September our regular meetings were back at the
park as a COVID-19 precaution. Our pot luck lunch
was cancelled due to the virus, but we had our show
and tell of favorite gardening tools. We all learned
something and were able to interact with our guests.
October's meeting turned
out to be very spirited and
time consuming over the
idea of adopting back the
Old Iron Spring Garden that
our club had planted many
years ago. Over the years it
hasn't been presented well
due to lack of a committed
gardener. As it is in a
prominent spot
in the village the
idea of adoption
was rigorously
debated and
eventually
p a s s e d . We
apologized to
our speaker that
didn't get to
speak and will have Stacy back. We packed up our
food donations for the food pantry and left in high
spirits.

www.bshgc.org
The Ballston Spa House and Garden
Club worked hard in May and June
with our plant sales. Finally July
brought our new favorite time of the
year, our summer garden tours. For
two months we put on our sandals and

November brought us back to the American Legion
and a sense of normality. Barb Millington
demonstrated a floral arrangement that became an
instant success. New members that had been digging
in the dirt all summer and fall got to play with real
flowers and arrange them into a pleasant
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arrangement for their inside decorating. Old and new
members both wanted to do it again next year.
At our Nov. meeting we started our kickoff for our
annual teen clothing
g i v e a w a y. N e w
clothes are collected
to be distributed at
the toy give away
administered by
Christ Episcopal
Church in Ballston
Spa. Each year our
donations grow.
December will be
dinner at Longfellows Restaurant in Saratoga
Springs. Members are looking forward to a sit down
and visit time. Our favorite party planner Linda Fay
is already cooking up activities for a long table.
2022 Activities
January: A spur of the Moment Cabin Fever Fun idea
is in the works. Usually we don't have a Jan meeting,
but, due to interest we are hoping to put something
together COVID-19 willing.
February 10: We will view the movie Calendar Girls
at the library.
March 10: Installation of officers lunch.
April 14: Sander Bonvell will give a power point
presentation on composting.
May 12: Marilyn Stephenson will give a talk on
herbaceous peonies.

She also set up a floral bar in order
that members could make their own
bouquets!!
We have had some changes within
our garden club -new members
added and several posts changed
leaders-so we spent October and
September coming up with ideas for speakers. With
COVID-19 we don’t know what to expect making it
difficult to plan so far ahead. Our new meeting space
at the Knights of Columbus has worked out well.
Several members are redoing gardens at our new
meeting site. Appreciation goes both ways!
All of our public gardens have been put to sleep for
the season: Gideon Putnam Burying Ground, of
which we were
awarded the
S a r a t o g a
S p r i n g s
Preservation
Landscape
Initiative
Aw a r d ; T h e
Visitors Centers
gardens, (a short season with COVID-19) and the
Radiation Oncology Center, which had a fantastic
showy season!
Our next venture will be our Holiday Party at
Longfellows.
Wishing everyone Happy Holidays and a SAFE,
HEALTHY New Year!!

- Lorraine McPherson, President
- Katie Richman, President

Heritage Garden Club
www.heritagegardenclub.org
Our November meeting was a huge success! Barbara
Jefts presented a great program on dahlias at her
Floral center on Wing Road In Greenfield Center.
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District IV Calendar of Events
2022
January 11-14

Gardening School Course 4 (evening course) 6-9 p.m. Buﬀalo Zoom

February 1-4

Environmental School Course 3. Buﬀalo Zoom

April 22, 23, 24

Art in Bloom/Flowers in Art, Memorial Art Gallery and 7th District,
Memorial Art Gallery, Rochester

April 26-29

Environmental School Course 4. Buﬀalo Zoom

May 17-20

NGC Annual Convention, Orlando, Florida

June 12-14

FGCNYS Annual Convention, Grand Hotel, Poughkeepsie

June 15-16

FGCNYS Symposium, Grand Hotel, Poughkeepsie

June 23

7th District SFS Sonnenberg Gardens, Canadaigua

September 19-22

NGC Board Meeting, (board members)

November 1-4

CAR Conference, Seven Springs, PA

2023
May 2-5

NGC Convention, White Sulfur Springs, West Virginia

